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{ As the public take a great interest 
in the life, character, and death, 
of the late GovernorTrumbuH, the 
following excellent discourse, de- 
livered on occasion of his death, 
betore the Legislaturetf the State, 
is inserted in this work, by re- 
quest of a great number of the 
readers of the Magazine. ] 
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A Discourse, occasioned thy the 
Death of his Excellency Jon- } 
athan “rumbull, Lsg. Gov- 
ernor of the State of Connect- 
icut, and delivered, at the -re- 
guest of the General Assem- 
bly, in the Brick Church in 
New-Haven. .By Timothy 
Dwight, D. D. President of 
Yale-College. Published by 
the request of the General 
Assembly. 


PSALM XXXVII. $7. 


MARK THE PERFECT MAN, AND | 


THE END OF THAT MAN IS 
PEACE.* 


HE perfect man, in scrip- 
tural language, is the same 
person with theupright. Pertec- 
tion, in the absolute sense, itis 
hardly necessary to observe, is 
never found in the present world. 
Every object, both in the nat- 


j ural and moral kingdom, is here 


stamped with mutability, decay 
and dissolution. In every thing 
edfthly, there is much, thatis of 
too little value in the sight of 
God to deserve a lasting exist- 
ence. The world itself, as well 
as its furniture, and inhabit- 
ants, is destined te a speedy ter- 
mination, and will soon ve blot- 
ted out of being. A great part 
| of all that, which forms the com- 
plicated idea of Man, will follow 


aE 


* This discourse was far advan- 
ced before the Writer was inform- 
ed, that the Rev. Mr. Ely had cho- 
sen the same Text for his Sermon, 
delivered at the Funeral of Gover- 
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the general destiny. Even the 
mind, if renewed here, will, like 
the body whichit inhabited, enter 
the worldof life,shorne of many 
attributes, which have hitherto 
formed much of its character. 

But, although no child of 1- 
damis perfect on this side of the 
grave, there are many who are 
in some degree, possessed of 
those characteristics, which, 
when unmixed and unalloyed, 
constitute perfection. All these 
are, on this account, styled in 
the Scriptures ferfect. This 
name seems also, to be some- 
times given to those of them es- 
pecially, wi:o sustain the charac- 
ter, referred to, in superior de- 

grees. In this manner we may, 
without violence, construe the 
language of the text. 

The man of this character the 
Psalmist directs us to mark; 
that Is, to observe with attention 
and care; as an object, which 
claims our solemn regard, and 
which to us may become partic- 
ularly useful. In the view of 
this divine writer ; in the view, 
let me add, of the Great Being, 
under whose inspiration he wrote 
this passage; there is same- 
thing in the character and con- 
duct of such men, which, when 
duly regarded by us, will natu- 
rally be productive of real and 
Important good. 

All upright men are not, 
however, equally interesting, 
nor equally profitable, objects of 
this attention. Norcan all men 
derive equal instruction, or e- 
qual benefit of any kind, from 
the contemplation of the same 
upright man. Good men, how- 
eyer good, when possessing 
humble faculties, filling very 
limited spheres of Jife, and act- 
ing in retired and obscure sta- 
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tions, fi urnish, usually, fewer Teg. 
sons of instruction, and present 
fewer motives to excellence, than 
those, who, with more enlarged 
minds, are placed by their Ma- 
ker In more elevated stations. 
Stil every such man is, to those 
who mark his life, a profitable 
source of improvement ; really 
to all who observe him ; pecul. 
iarly to those who resemble him 
in character and station. Ag 
moral beings, all men are suyb- 
stantially on a level: and the 
most enlightened, refined, and 
dignified, may learn wisdom 
and excellence from the hum- 
blest votary of rightconsness and 
truth. Ile, who fails of becom. 
ing wiser and better by reading 
the story of the Shepherd of 
Salisbury Plain, may rest satis- 
fied, that he fails, because he 
loves neither wisdom nor vir- 
tue. 

But the history of Abraham, 
Moses, David, or Paul, is, nev- 
ertheless, instructive in a still 
higher degree. The Cottager, 
who cannot even read, may be a 
source of improvement to his 
fellow cottager in almost every 
thing which can be useful to 
him ; but will not very natural- 
ly, nor very often, become an 
object of the notice, or even of the 
knowledge, of persons in the 
higher walks of life. Nor would 
his worth, when observed and 
acknowledged, usually come 
home to the hearts of such pet- 
sons with all the commenda- 
tions, and enforcements of 
which virtue is capable. But 
when this glorious excellence 
finds a seat in minds of a 
superior structure, and is raised 
to distinction of place and influ- 
ence, it becomes visible to the 
surrounding world ; attracts the 
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attention of multitudes ; ap- 
pears in numerous instructive 
and persuasive forms ; and is 
arrayed in a delightful and most 
engaging splendour. In this sit- 
uation, all men behold, and mark 
the perfect man, with the high- 
est advantage. 

The reason, given in the text 
for obedience to the injunction, 
which it contains, is eminently 
impressive; “ Forthe end of 
“that man Is peace.” ‘This 
declaration is capable of two 
meanings ; both just, and high- 
ly important. One of them is, 
that éhe death of sucha man is 
peaceful ; as being undisturbed 
by apprehensions of future evil, 
cheered by the approbation of a 
good conscience, serened by the 
hope of acceptance beyond the 
grave, and illumined by the 
faith, which, to him becomes 
the evidence, and the substance, 
of eternal glory. 

The other is, that the future 
being of the frerfect man, is, of 
course, firosferous, and delight- 
ful. The object, indicated in 
the former case, is deeply inter- 
esting ; in the latter, of infinite 
moment, Whocan be indiffer- 
ent to the gloom, the pains, the 
terrors, of death ? Who must 
not think a deliverance from 
these evils, and the possession 
of the enjoyments contrasted to 
them, a desirable, a divine, con- 
summation ofour probationary 
state ? 

VW ho would not toil and strug- 
gle through life, and exult at 
death, with the assured prospect 
of finding, in the approaching 
worid, a destiny, formed only of 
Virtue, happiness and honour. 
liow accordant with the design 
of the Scriptures, how suited to 
ihe character of their Author, is 
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a precept, which directs us to 
the contemplation of so instruc- 
tive an object, for the attain- 
ment of a good so divine ? 
Rarely has it happened, that 
mankind have been called upon 
to contemplate an example of 
the character and conduct refer 
red to in the text, by which 
more, or more profitable, sour- 
ces of instruction have been fur- 
nished, than by the excellent 
Magistrate, whose death has 
created so general a mourning 
throughout this State. Sum- 
moned by a call, invested with 
the highest human authority, to 
the employment of exhibiting a 
respectful view of his character 
on this occasion, I have felt my- 
self bound to make the attempt. 
It will be attended with many 
imperfections : still it is hoped, 
that it may, in some degree, be 
useful to those who hear me. 
GovERNOoR TRUMBULL was 
the son of a man, who by the 
public acknowledgment was one 
of the most dignified and use- 
ful, one of the wisest and best, 
tulers, whose narnes adorn the 
pages of History. In the steps 
of this honourable Parent, the 
Son trode, through life, with an 
undeviating course. Soon after 
he had finished his education, 
he began to serve his Country : 
first in the Legislature, and 
then in the Revolutionary army. 
Here, in respectable stations, he 
continued, with a short interrup- 
tion, through the war. Soon 
after the establishment of peace, 
he was chosen again into the 
Legislature, of which he was 
regularly a member until the 
present American Constitution 
was adopted. He then was elect- 
ed a Representative, and soon 
after a Senator, of the United 
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States. From the last station 
he was removed tothe second, 
and then to the first Chair of 
Magistracy, in his native State. 
Tothe latter be was annually 
elected by his fellow citizens, un- 
til he was removed by death. In 
ali those situations, he acquired, 
uniformly the approbation and 
respect of those with whom, 
and of those for whom, he ac- 
ted. Not a spot is left upon his 
memory : distracted as was the 
season of his public life, and dif- 
ficultas was the task of satisfy- 
ing the demands of those whom 
he served. Sucha career, only 
honourable to himself, and only 
useful to his Country, is a proof 
of his worth, which can never be 
assailed by hostility, questioned 
by criticism, nor impaired by 
time. Experience has assayed 
the ore, and proved it to be pure 
gold. On it his Country has 
authoritatively stamped the im- 
age, and inscribed the testimo- 
ny, of her own approbation : 
and has thus given toit an un- 
disputed currency through the 
world. 

It is impossible to contem- 
plate with sobriety and discre- 
tion the life of such a man, in 
such circumstances, without 
profit. Men in all stations may 
learn from it the most useful 
lessons. The citizen may gain 
the wisdom and worth, which 
will happily form his personal 
character, and direct his private 
concerns. ‘The Statesman, in 
addition to these interesting at- 
tainments, may learn from him 
how to conduct with skill, suc- 
cess, and honour, the concerns 
of his Country. 

Every wise and good man ne- 
cessarily involves many excel- 
lencies in his character. Of 
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these some are, of course, com- 
mon to other men of this charac. 
ter ; and some are, compara. 
tively, of inferior importance. 
An observer of life, who would 
derive-from this source the most 
profitable instruction, will natu. 
rally rest his eye on those traits, 
which are peculiar to the object 
of his contemplation ; and on 
those, which by their import, 
ance, are especially fitted to en- 
gross attention. In the present 
case, What would usually flow 
from choice, becomes the result 
of necessity. Were the preach- 
er to descant, particularly, on 
the various and complicated ex- 
cellence of his theme ; an ex- 
tent of time must be allowed 
him, which woyld be wholly in- 
consistent with the demands of 
the present occasion. The per- 
sonal and domestic virtues of 
Governor Trumbull might easi- 
ly be insisted on with pleasure, 
and profit, through a volume. 
Who, unless peculiarly dull, 
or unhappily reluctant, might 
not learn from him amiable- 
ness of character, and exem- 
plariness of life ? By his side, 
whose integrity would not be 
strengthened ; whose disposition 
wouldnot be renderedmoresweet 
aud lovely ; whose sentiments 
would not be refined ; whose 
manners would not be polish- 
ed ; whose discretion would not 
be improved ; whose life would 
not be adorned with increasing 
propriety, and superior worth : 
Who, in a word, would not be- 
come a better father, a better 
husband, a better neighbour, 4 
better friend, a better man ! 
On these subjects however, 
interesting as they are, I cannot 
dwell. Adhering to the rule 
mentioned above, I shall take 
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the liberty to select for your con- 
templation the following sub- 
jects ; which, if 1 mistake not, 
avere prominent features in the 
character of this great and good 
man. 

I. Zhe Energy of his mind was 
sufiremely directed to frractical 
objects. 

‘To the human mind there are 
three scenes of employment, in 
which, at times, it has acquired 
the distinction customarily ter- 
med greatness : the field of fan- 
cy : the field of speculation ; and 
the field of action. The first is 
peculiarly the province of the 
sculptor, the painter, and the 
poet. The philosopher occu- 
pies the second ; and the orator 
claims them both. The third 
is peculiarly the scene of effort 
to the hero, the statesman, and 
the patriot. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to obserye, that these 
remarks are made in a compara- 
iive sense only ; or that, in great- 
er or less degrees, fancy, reason, 
and action, are common to all 
men. 

the end of all thought is ac- 
tion ¢ and the whole valve of 
thought consists in this ; that it 
is the proper, and the only, 
means of accomplishing this 
end. He therefore, who is em- 
ployed in acting virtuously, and 
usefully, fills a nobler sphere of 
being, than he, who is busi- 
ed in that course of thinking, 
from which the action is deriv- 
ed. ‘The proof of this assertion 
is complete, in the maxim, that 
the end is always of more im- 
portance than the means. 

It is a remarkable character- 
istic of human nature, that few 
sfieculative men become ciinenily 
useful tn 
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continued, and extended far, 
render the mind unfit for those 
vigorous efforts of activity, by 
which alone the practical con- 
cerns of mankind ate prosper- 
ously managed. Speculative 
men, also, occupy most of their 
time, and thoughts, in devising, 
and establishing, general princi- 
ples. Active men are chiefly 
employed in those details of bu- 
siness, Which are indispensable 
to its success, and without which 
general principles ave matters of 
mere amusement. Of these de- 
tails almost all speculative men 
are Impatient. Such men at 
the same time interweave, of 
course, their own theoretical 
views in every scheme of busi- 
ness, with which they are con- 
cerned. ‘The energy of their 
minds is also employed, anid ex- 
hausted, on their speculations : 
while the active business, to 
Which they are destined, and 
ought to be devoted, engages on- 
ly their feebler efforts: the 
dregs, the settlings, of their 
thourhts. From these causes, 
and others connected with them, 
it arises, that a theoretical man 
is always abad Ruler. ‘Vosuch 
men, however, there is often 
attached no small splendour 
of reputation. Whenever this 
is the fact, and they are raised 
to important offices of govern- 
ment, they regularly disappoint, 
and mortify, their admirers. 
Their official life is unproduc- 
tive, ineficacious, and, with re- 
gard to the business which 
they are expected to do, lazy. 
Their views are visionary ; and 
their designs, however well in- 
tended, totally unsuited to the 
objects, 2 which they profes- 
sedly aim. Men they regard, 
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agination has fashioned them ; 
and the world, not as we actu- 
ally find it, but as it is viewed 
by an excursive fancy. Hence 
their plans, instead of being fit- 
ted to promote the real welfare 
of man, are only a collection of 
waking dreams.; a course of po- 
litical Quixotism ; regulating 
the affuirs of a state in much the 
same manner, as the adventures 
of Amadis de Gaul would regu- 
late those ofa private individual. 
The excellent person, whom 
we are contemplating, was a di- 
rect contrast toall this. Devot- 
ed to active employments from 
the beginning, accustomed to 
the vartous business of man, and 
sharpened in his discernment of 
practical subjects by the actual 
management of them, and by a 
long continued mtercourse with 
those who were skilled in that 
management, he was habitually 
trained to that patient attention, 
that critical observation, and that 
skilful conduct, which are so 
useful, and so indispensable, in 
all business of real importance. 
By observing, watchfully, every 
thing which was useful, and eve- 
ry thing which was noxious, in 
public affairs ; the measures 
which ensured, and the mea- 
sures which failed of, success ; 
he learned, in an unusual de- 
gree, ihe manner, in Which suc- 
cessis obtained. Of this posi- 
tion his political life furnishes 
the most decisive proof. Nota 


single visionary measure, not a | 


capricious expedient, not a 
fetch, not a whim, disfigures his 
public character, or presents a 
subject for a single disgraceful 
sentence in his political history. 


The story is all of one sort 3 and: 


is told in one style. When he 
entered upon his public life, he 
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struck a key ; and moved in ex. 
act harmony with it to the end, 

As his character -was thys 
wise, and uniform ; so it was 
eminently honourable. To the 
subjects, which have been men. 
uuoned, Ae gave the whole vigour 
of his mind. He was engrossed 
by them, asa Poet by the theme 
of his song ; or the man of taste 
by the improvement of his villa, 
In all the successive spheres 
which he filled, his life, and his 
measures, were eminently use- 
ful ; and deserved, and gained, 
the approbation of his own mind, 
and that of his country. 

Il. He was not less remarkable 
for his Prudence. 

This attribute of the ‘human 
mind is chifly employed in pre- 
venting evil. Ina world, where 
evil is so rife, and so ready to 
mingle with our concerns, the 
necessity of this characteristic 
is absolute, and its value inesti- 
mable. Rash, headlong men, 
and the admirers of such men, 
have, indeed, very generally dis- 
esteemed it, because all its dic- 
tates condemn their folly, and 
the mischiefs, to which it con- 
tinually gives birth. But the 
Wisest of mankind wrote the 
book of Proverbs, to give to the 
young man knowledge and dis- 
cretion ; and the Son of Gop 
has said, * J Wisdom dwell with 
Prudence.” . Pertectly accord- 
ant with these declarations 1S 
the exhibition, made of this 
subject by Experience. ‘The 
mischiefs, done to every human 
interest through the want of pru- 
dence, are endless in their mul- 
titude and incalcuiable in their 
importance., A single impru- 
dent act has often destroyed a 
reputation, built up by the hon- 
orable labors of many years ; 4 
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family, firmly established in 
prosperity 5 an army, apparent- 
Jy invincible, in the full career 
of victory ; and a country, safe, 
to the human eye, from every 
enemy and every danger. 
Talents, energy, and effort, 
are under God, the acknowledg- 
ed means of procuring biessings. 
But of what vatue are bles- 
sings, which exist, only to van- 
ish ; and are gained only to be 
lost: a cup of Zantalus, reced- 
ing from the hand, just ready 
grasp it: a bubble, bursting at 
the moment, when it has begun 
to facinate the eye with its en- 
chanting colours? But Pru- 
dence is the only human means 
of securing the blessings which 
we acquire: the Dragon, 
watching the garden of the Hes- 
jreridcs, and alone preserving its 
golden fruit from accident, 
fraud, and rapine. As much 
more valuable, as the secure 
possession of enjoyments is, 
than the mere acquisition, so 
much more estimabie is this 
single virtue, than ail those 
splendid attributes, and atchiev- 
ments, which awaken silly pride, 
and excite stupid admiration. 
The prudence of the man, 
whom we this day lament, bor- 
dered upon perfection. 
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lament, or repair. Yet the sea- 
son of that administration was 
one of the most difficult which: 


the most perplexing both to wis- 
dom and virtue: a season, in 
which imprudence would have 
done more harm, than, perhaps, 
at any other period in the histo- 
ry of this State ; and in which 
prudence has probably done 
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more good. 

To his possession of this at- 
tribute, in so high adeeree, the 
Moderaiion, for which he was 
so remarkable, eminently con- 
tribuied. Men are immoderate 
both in their imagination and 
their feelings. In the former 
case we style them romantic ; 
in the latter, ardent and sanguine. 
Men of the former class are vis- 
ionary ; of the latter,rash. At 
the schemes of the former class 
we smile : at the measures of 
the latter, when concerned with 
cur serious intcresis, we trem- 
ble. All prudent men are found 
among the moderate. An im- 
moderate man Is constitulion- 
ally, and pre-eminently, impru- 
dent. 

lor moderation, in both these 
respects, Governor Trumbull 
was highly distinguised. His 





With | imagination, although a fruitfut 


his life, conversation, and views, | Source of pleasure, in private 
and with many of those who best | Conversation, to those around 
knew him, I have been long and | him, was never suffered to min- 
intimately acquainted, yet I} gle with his practical concerns, 
know not, that [ ever heard him | ner to intrude upon his serious 


utter an imprudent word ; nor 
that an imprudent act is record- 
ed in his history. No such act 
has appeared in his public life : 
nor has any such act in his pri- 
vate life been communicated to 
the world. ‘Those who come af- 


| pursuits. To sanguine expec- 
tations, ardent projects, and rash 
measures, he seems to have 
been constitutionally a stranger. 
Contented to view men, and 
measures, as they were, his 
mind annexed to them nothing 





ter him, will find nothing Jn | adventitious : neither light nor 
his administration to censure,! shade ; neither beauty nor de- 
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formity. Ie chose to sce every 
thing in its native colors ; and in 
this manner saw it with a truth 
nnd correctness, which no san- 
guine man ever attained. To 
this mode of contemplating eve- 
ry subjectall his plans, and mea- 
sures, were conformed. ‘They 
were, therefore, universally the 
plans, and measures, of sound, 
unbiassed common sense ; and 
never the dreams of fancy, nor 
the headiong projects of incon- 
siderate ardour. 

A remarkable proof of this 
trait in his character is found in 
the fact, that he rarely made 
use ofa superlative ; 1. e. for the 
purposeof exaggeration. Words 
of this class are the favorite lan- 
suage of men, who are strongly 
influenced by imagination, or 
under the control of ardent feel- 
ings; men, who, as every one 
knows, are not unfreguently of 
a vibrating, variable character. 
His calm, unchanging mind 
found a peculiar satisfaction in 
describing,.asserting, and, uni- 
versally, in unfolding his views 
of objects, as they appeared to 
the intellect, and in conformity 
to naked truth. Men,in whom 
this characteristic is found, usu- 
ally possess moderation, and 
stability also, in a peculiar de- 
gree, and peculiarly engage the 
confidence of their fellow men. 

The benefits of this mode of 
thinking are both numerous and 
important. The measures, to 
which it gives birth, are more 
than any other, suited to the re- 
al state of things; and are 
therefore easily and advanta- 
geously executed. They are 
attended with the least anxiety 
concerning their success ; and 
most rarely create pain and dis- 
appolutment by their failure.— 
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They ensure the reputation of 
wisdom to their author; and 
most effectually preserve the 
confidence, as well as the inter. 
ests of those, by whom he is em. 
ployed, 

Another characteristical part 
of his prudence was a disposi- 
tzon to ask the advice of others. 
We are taught by the voice of 
Infinite Wisdom, that in 4, 
multitude of counsellors there ig 
safety. ‘Yo this truth the tem- 
per of his mind was peculiarly 
congenial. Evminently indepen- 
dent, he was at the same time far 
removed from. self-denendence, 
As he had no points to carry, 
and no favourites to advance ; as 
the public good was his real and 
only object ; it was tohimofno 
consequence, by whom useful 
measures were originated, pro- 
vided they were actually ori- 
ginated ; nor to whom the rep- 
utation of doing good, was due, 
provided the good was really 
done. Llence he was ever ready 
toask, and to respect, the opin- 
ions of discreet men. In this 
way he obtained, continually, 
the best views, which could be 
furnished, concerning important 
subjects ; and was prepared to 
act in the most safe and saluta- 
ry manner. Of this conduct, 
so accordant with his own dis- 
position, he had an illustrious 
example in his great Master, 
the immortal Washington ; to 
whose frudence the American 
States are scarcely less indebted 
for their happiness, than to his 
arms. 

III. Gur late excellent Chief 
Magistrate was no less distin- 
guished for Firmness of mind. 

Itis not strange, that a per 
son, whose sentiments, mal 
ners, and conduct, wore 80 Unk 
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form an aspect of softness and 
gentleness; who so _ readily 
yielded both his gratifications, 
and his labours, to the conven- 
ience of those around him ; and 
who in private life seemed hard- 
ly to discover, that he had any 
inclinations of his own ; should 
be thought to possess a yielding, 
gentle character only. Such an 
opinion, I am_ persuaded, was 
extensively spread among his 
countrymen in this, and in oth- 
er parts of the Union. But no 
opinion was ever more errone- 
ous. Itis questionable wheth- 
er there is a firmer and more 
independent man living. Every 
approaching storm he contem- 
plated with composure : every 
shock, however rude, he sustain- 
ed with immoveable steadiness 
of mind. That cheerful seren- 
ity of countenance, which most 
of those, who hear me, remem- 
berso distinctly, and, as I per- 
suade myself, with peculiar 
pleasure, never forsook him in 
the most threatening seasons. 
Troubles, instead of moving 
him, seemed only to give 
him an opportunity of shewing 
the stability of his character. ) 
On the importance, dignity, 
and usefulness, of an attribute, 
so highly respected by all men, 
as firmness of mind has ever 
been ; especially in a Ruler ; 2t | 
1S unnecessary to imsist. A | 
mere glance at the mischiels, 
effectuated by the contrary 
character, will sufficientiy eluci- 
date this subject to the satisfac- 
tion of the most sceptical inqui- 
yer. Let ‘him, who is at a loss 
concerning the subject, cast his 
eye upon the transactions of 
Eurofic ; and observe both the 
republics, and the monarchies, 





of that Continent, ruined by the | 
Vaz. Li. No. U2. 





timid counsels and wavering 
measures, by the indecision and 
inefficiency, of their irresolute 
Rulers, vibrating between hope 
and fear, between resistance and 
submission ; and he will ask for 
no further illustration. 

IV. He was in an eminent de- 
gree attached to the Manners, 
and Institutions, of his native 
State. 

The literary world has been 
filled with discourses concern- 
ing Republics, and their yarious 
appendages. In other countries, 
as well as in this, the press has 
been loaded with observations 
concerning Republican forms of 
government, Republican rights, 
Republican institutions, Repub- 
lican virtues, and Republican 
manners. Either these subjects 
are very imperfectly under- 
stood ; or multitudes of those, 
who converse, and write, about 
them, can hardly be acquitted of 
sinister designs. Their prac- 
tice andtheir declurations cer- 
tainly have, in many instances, 
very liule accordance. The 
State of Connecticut is more ab- 
solutely Republican, than any 
other, which for along period 
has existed in the world, Ite 
constitution of government was 
originally formed, and establish- 
ed, by the freemen in person. 
Its laws ; its institutions, which 
are the result of its laws; its 
manners, which are the effect of 
both ; its virtues; and, I might 
add, its vices to a great extent, 
also; together with its vights, 
duties and interests, are ali en- 
tirely Republican. 1 man as 
such, is, in this state, possessed 
of more real consequence, than 
in apy other. More than hall, 
I believe not far from three 
fourths, of its freemen hold, at 
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some period of life, offices either | 
eivil or military ; and thus actu- 
ally share in the government of 
the state. The state is divi- 
ded, successively, into counties, 
towns, parishes, and school dis- 
tricts : all of them bodies hold-. 
ing, in subordination to the legis- ; 
Jature, the powers of govern- | 
ment over their local affairs ; | 
and thus superintending with 
peculiar felicity every interest, 
public and private, of every indi- 
vidual. Here, also, no man, as 
such, has any other power, be- 
side his mere, bodily strength. 
All power exists in the law : and 
this is powerful without any as- 
signable limit. But the real 
power of law itself lies in the 
fact, that it is actually, and not 
in pretence only, the public will. 
Men, here, have generally suffi- 
cient intelligence to discern, that 
Government Is essenttal to their 
happiness ; and to perceive that 
their own government is pecul- 
jarly auspicious to this desirable 
object. Hencethey feel a real ap- 
frrebatien in this case ; and exer- 
cise a real choice ; facts scarce- 
ly predicable of the great body 
of the inhabitants, in most other 
countries. In this liesthe chief 
strength of our political sys- 
tem. 

Forthis System,andallits parts, 
and consequences, the people of 
this state are under God, indebted 
to education and habit. It could 
not be established, nor, if estab- 
lished, could it be supported, in 
any other country on the globe ; 
not, 2oprehend,even in its sister 
éountry, Massachusetts. It could 
not have come into existence, 
even in Connecticut, among any 
other set of men, except those, 
orsuch as those, who gave it 
birth ; nor among them, in any 
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circumstances of a different na- 
ture. It could not be maintain. 
ed by any people, except their 

descendants. 

_ At the same time, it is at least 
in my Own view, the best gov. 
ernment, which has hitherto 
existed. I donot. intend, nor 
am I so ignorant as to believe 

that any form of Government 

is good in the abstract ; or good 

for every people ; but I intend, 

that under this government the 

inhabitants are, and even have 

been, more free and happy, than 

any other people ever were, 

since the beginning of time ; 

and that their government is, at 

once suited to their character, 

and the means of their happi- 

ness. Ht has, tndeed, lost some- 
|thing, in modern times, of its 
former excellence : but it still 
retains more that is valuable, 
than can be found elsewhere ; 
and more, than, +f once lost, 
; will ever be regained. 

| As these mighty advantages 
(have been preserved, hitherto, 
by the power of habit; and as 
habit depends for all its power 
on custom, and continual repeti- 
tion; it is evident, beyond a 
question, that he, who loves this 
state ; or who in other words, is 
a Connecticut Patriot; will equal- 
ly love its laws, institutions, and 
manners. Such a patriot was 
the late Governor Trumbull. It 
was fromthese views, that heset 
that high price on the “ steady 
habits of this State ; for which 
he has been sometimes censur- 
ed by persons, who probably; 
had little considered the sub- 
ject: while he has been ap- 
plauded for it by others, as be- 
ing a sentiment equally honour- 
able to his patriotism and his 
wisdom. 
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Permit me, on this occasion, to | 
say, that thisis an attachment, in 
which every citizen of this state 
ought ever to follow this bright 
example ; an attachment, which 
every citizen ought invariably 
to feel, and ardently te cherish : 
an attachment, which every cit- 
izen will feel, who clearly un- 
derstands, and faithfully regards, 
the well-being of himself, his- 
family, or his country. 

. Permit me further to say, 
that, should the Ruler of the 
Universe, provoked by our man- 
ifold sins, suffer our ignorance, 
our folly; our crimes, or the 
hand of a foreign enemy, to de- 
stroy this singular system, the 
brightest spot, which since the 
apostacy, has been found on this 
globe, would be shrouded in 


darkness, without a promise of : 


returning day. 

V. Fhis great and good Man 
was fieculiarly attached to the 
Religious System of our Ances- 
tors. 

The religious doctrines, which 
the planters of MWew-England, 
- particularly of the Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut 
Colonists, brought with them to 
this Continent, have not unfre- 
quenily been styled the Doc- 
trines of Grace, and the Doc- 
trines of the Reformation. That 
they are, substantially, the gen- 
uine doctrines of the Gospel, is 
satisfactorily evinced by two ve- 
ry interesting considerations.— 
‘The first of these is, that they 
have been the doctrines of those,, 
- whoin every age have. claimed 
the character of Orthodox ; 
and who by their adversaries 
have been acknowledged to pos- 
sess it in the public estimation. 
By this Lintend, that, from the: 
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those, in whom the Apostolic 
Church was regularly continu- 
ed from period to period ; so 
as.to be, in each perio, the 
same body with that, whose ear- 
ly history is contained in the 
actsof the Apostles ; with that, 
to which the several Apostolic 
Fpistles were addressed. Let 
me add; they were those, in 
whom almost, if not absolutely, 
alone the Christian character 
has appeared with uniformity, 
and lustre. ‘That this bady of 
menhas judged justly concer- 
ning the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and received them, at least 
in substance, as they are there 
revealed, cannot, { think, be 
questioned even with plausibill- 
ty,ordecency. That they have 
mistaken them, regularly, thro’ 
such a succession of ages, and 
yet brought forth their proper 
fruits in an evangelical life, is 
to me incredible. The fact 
weuld certainly establish this 
remarkable conclusion ; that 
error has been productive of in- 
comparably more piety: and vir- 
ture in the world, than the truth 
of God. 

The second proof of this as- 
sertion is, what has: indeed been 
hinted already, that these doc- 
trines have effectuated, among 
those who have embraced: them, 
almost allthe moral excellence, 
which has appeared in the 
Christian world. If we may be 
allowed to understand the Apos- 
tles in the plain meaning of 
Ltheir declarations, these doc- 
trines produced the mighty 
-change which took place, among 
Jews and Gentiles, in the first 
and second centuries, In the 
same manner they renewed a 
great part of the Christian, 
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called the. Reformation. To 
them, so far as my information 
extends, every Revival of Reli- 
gion owes its existence. From 
them, and those who received 
them, nearly every attempt to 
reform, and christianize man- 
kind, to publish the Gospel in 
their various languages, and to 
gather them into the fold of the 
Chief Shepherd, has obviously 
sprung. inthem, let me add, 
the creeds and confessions of all 
the Reformed churches harmo- 
nize, without an exception of 
any serious moment. 
Had we no other proof of the 
excellence of these doctrines, 
beside their happy influence in 
the colonization of NVew-Eng- 
dand, and the beneficial charac- 
ter, which they have been the 
means of instamping on our 
laws, institutions, and manners ; 
even these would furnish a 
strong presumption in their fa- 
vour. It will be remembered, 
that I have mentioned these ob- 
jects as forming a combination, 
in my own view singular, as well 
as eminently happy. Such col- 
onies never existed since the 
world began. No others were 
ever formed insuch a manner, 
or by such bodies of men. No 
others have permanently produ- 
ced such consequences, or given 
birth to such a state of society. 
That this wise and excellent 
man should have received doc- 
trines, so sanctioned, so benefi- | 
cent to the interests of man- 


garded them with a reverence, 
and submission, due to the re- 
vealed will of God ; and that he 
should have adhered to them 
with a firmness, which, though 
calm, gentle, and catholic, was 


was to be expected by all, who 
were acquainted with his real 
character, He regarded them 
as the glory of his country, the 
glory of the Church, the glory 
of the Gospel, and in this world, 
the peculiar glory of its Ay. 
thor. He loved all who loved 
them : he honored all, by whom 
they were honored and defen- 
ded. 

VI. The Piety of this excel. 
lent Man was, at least, an egual- 
ly distinguished trait in his char. 
acter. 

There are certain attributes, 
which mankind have agreed to 
admire, and applaud. This ad- 
miration, and this applause, have 
chiefly followed extraordinary 
talents, and extraordinary ac- 
tions. Goodness has, I acknow- 
ledge, had, at times, and in par- 
ticular circles of mankind, its 


‘friends, and  panegyrists.— 


But Greatness has almost alone 
fascinated the human eye, and 
engrossed human praise :— 
Greatness, not accompanied by 
virtuous designs, nor directed to 
useful ends ; but employed in 
promoting censurable purposes, 
and leaving behind it no traces, 
except those of corruption, suf- 
fering, and sorrow. But this 1s 
not the noblest attribute, these 
are not. the most honorable ef- 
forts, of an immortal mind.— 
There is a character, superior 
in its nature, and more deserv- 
ing of commendation. There 
is a character, which commends 
itself to the unbiassed dictates 
of Reason ; which, wherever it 
appears, awakens the smile of 
conscience ; and which diffuses 
a cheering, glowing satisfaction 
through the heart. ‘There 1s @ 
character, which claims respect 





at the same time immovable ; 


in the heavens ; and calls. forth 
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the accents of commendation in 
the rezions of immortality ; a 
character, on which the firstborn 
love to dwell ; which Seraphs 
acknowledge as the counterpart 
of their own excellence ; and 
whichthe UncREATED Minp be- 
holds with complacency, immu- 
table and eternal. This charac- 
ter, imperfect indeed, but real, is 
sometimes assumed by man ; 
even in this world of debasement 
and sin, Itis the holiness, the 
virtue, of the Gosfiel ; the love 
of God, the love of man, accom- 
fianied, because those who as- 
sume it are originally sinners, dy 
Refientance towards God, and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This character is the 
light of minds; varying, without 
decay, through all the colours of 
beauty and glory. It is gold 
seven times purified, instamped 
with the image of Jehovah, and 
burnished with increasing splen- 
dor throughout the ages of eter- 
nal being. 

This character is most usual- 
ly found in the vale of humble 
life ; and less frequently, than a 
benevolent mind could wish, in 
the superior walks of man. In 
the present case, however, it has 
adorned the chair of state. The 
illustrious Subject of this dis- 
course was not only a great, but, : 
so far as this character can be 
proved tothe human eye, @ good 
man: great and good in the 
sight of the Higuest. The pie- 
ty and benevolence, the repent- 
ance and faith, of the Gospel 
shone, with uncommon beauty, 
in the uniform, evangelical tenor 
of his life ; lighted up the daily 
smile of serenity in his aspect ; 
diffused a Christian moderation 
over his affections and conduct ; 
exhibited itself as frure, freacen- | 
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ble, gentle, easily entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without 
fartiality,and without hypocrisy ; 
enabled him to sustain, immova- 
bly, the burdens which he was 
called to bear, and to meet with 
a steady eye every approaching 
danger ; and finally enabled him, 
serenely, to encounter the last 
enemy, and to triumph in the 
conflict swith death and the 
rrave. 

“ The end of the perfect and 
uftright man,” says the Psalmist, 
“is Peace.” Of this truth, a 
more illustrious exemplification 
has, perhaps, rarely been given, 
since the days of inspiration 
were ended, than this excellent 
person exhibited on his dying 
bed. The disease, to which he 
untimely became a victim, was 
protracted to a_ considerable 
length ; and was of such a na- 
ture, as to assure him, that its 
termination must be death. The 
approach of this enemy was, 
therefore, seen by him at a dis- 
tance ; and was seen to be cer- 
tain, and regular in its advances. 
In the fullest exercise of - his 
reason, he contemplated the aw- 
ful object, as it must ever be 
contemplated by a wise man, 
with deep and solemn, but at 
the same time with remarkably 
serene and undisturbed thought. 
He, who had raised him up for 
his service, and made him his 
own by the blood of the cross, 
and the Sprrit of sanctification, 
forsook him not at this momen- 
tous period. Every day of his 
sickness, almost, brought with it 
its share of pain and suffering ; 
and that, frequently intense, and 
sometimes extreme. Yet noday 
heard him utter a single mur- 
mur ; or saw the tenor of his 
mind disturbed for a moment. 
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His happy uniformity of charac- 
ter accompanied him to the last ; 
except that he shone with clear- 
er splendor, as he approached 
the evening of his life. Death, 


Jong and often realized, seemed 


familiar to him ; and was rob- 
bed of its sting, and stripped of 
its terrors. Humble, but peace- 
ful ; submissive, but collected ; 
supported by an invisible hand ; 
and trusting for salvation ina 
righteousness, not his own ; he 
replied to an intimate friend, 
who suggested to him the rea- 
son for consolation and hope, 
furnished by the tenor of his 
life, * C Sir, I place no reliance 
there. If I have been enabled 
to do my duty, I was raised up 
for that’ purpose ; and it 1s no 
ground of meritin me. But I 
have the fullest confidence in 
the satisfaction, which has been 
made. There I have always 
placed my hopes. It is that 
alone, which can render me se- 
cure. It is ample; it is full ; 
and as free as full.” From this 
source he derived his enviable 
composure ; here he found the 
jreace, which frasseth all under- 
standing. 

His views of the future world 
Were strong, bright and exult- 
ing ; and heearnestly, but with 
the most patient submission, 
wished for,thehour,which might 
terminate his residence in this. 
The scenes before him, he con- 
sidered with intense emotions, 
as wonderful and glorious ; and 
expressed his views concerning 
them in a manner deeply affect- 
ing. Swill, he was duly mindful 
of the objects which he was 
about to leave behind him*. 


I 


* It deserves to be remembered, 
that Governor Trumbull, amid the 
severe sufferings of his last sick- 
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To his family, severally, he 
gave his blessing with Peculiar 
tenderness, anda solemnity, re. 
sembling that, which is found 
in the history of the Patriarch 
“ My dear children,” said he, to 
this beloved circle, “ if you haye 
seen any thing in my life, 
wherein I have tollowed Christ, 
be ye followers of my example.” 

I have mentioned this excel. 
lent man as a Patriot. Well 
aware am I, that on this subject 
proof is superfluous.  Stili, J 
cannot forbear rehearsing one of 
his dying supplications, in which 
this character was very honoura- 
bly, as well as very affectingly, 
exhibited. Clasping his hands, 
and lifting up his eyes to hea- 
ven, he cried with great fervor, 
“ | beseech Almighty God to 
bless our dear Country ; and to 
give the people wisdom to choose 
the things that are for their 

eace. Limplore the divine bles- 
sing upon this State :”’ a prayer, 
to which, it is hoped, every heart 
in this house will subjoin Amen, 

Such, my brethren, was the 
character of the man, whose 
death we this day so justly la- 
ment. How desirable was his 
life! How distinguished even 
from that of most other excel- 
lentmen. Asa child of dam, 
we cannot doubt, that he had 


a 


ness, mentioned, several times, with 
deep concern the melancholy and 
miserable death, which closed the 
miserable lite of Z’omas Paime 5 
and ardently wished to find in some 
of his last expressions a hope of his 
acceptance beyond the grave. The 
reader cannot fail to perceive, 
this fact, a strong resemblance A 
the spirit of Stephen, praying for I 1 
murderers ; and to the spirit wit 

which the Redeemer said, “* I ane 
forgive them, for they know not wit 


199 


they do! 
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many imperfections : but, as he 
appeared to the eyes of man- 
kind, his character is unsullied 
with a spot. In his private, and 
in his public life, he has left no- 
thing in his history, which can 
occasion pain to his family, a 
blush to his friends, or regret to 
his country. Fair at first, it be- 
came regularly more and more 
fair unto the end. 

How enviable was his death ! | 
W ho, with such a confidence in 
the Redeemer, such a rational 
hope of forgiveness and accep- 
tance with God, such a delight- 
ful testimony of a good con- 
science, that he had lived to the 
glory of his Maker, and the 
good of his fellow men, would 
be unwilling to bid adieu to this 
sinful, suffering world ? He died 
on the borders of three score 
years «nd ten. He died in the 
possession of all his usefulness. 
He died full of peace, and full 
of hope ; with triumphant faith 
and evangelical exultation. 

How copious and affecting a 
source of instruction is here pre- 
sented to our view ! How grace- 
fully, and ‘how honourably, did 
he adorn those relations, out of | 
which grow domestic endear- 
ment, and domestic happiness ! 
W hata blessing to his own ami- 
able family ! How persuasive an 
instructor ! How edifying an ex- 
ample ! How delightful, as well 
as how mournful, an object of 
their remembrance ! How rich 
a blessing to his country ! How 
affecting a contrast to most of 
those, who have ruled mankind ! 
The great body of these men have 
lived only to gratify themselves, 
and to distress their fellow men. 
Their character has been mere- 
ly that of wild beasts, prowling 
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fraud, and violence, have deba- 
sed their administration ; and 
pollution of every kind deform- 
ed their private life. Their ca- 
reer has been preceded by alarm 
and terror; announced by 
groans, and sighs, and tears ; 
saddened by plunder and beg- 
gary ; and shrouded by devasta- 
tion andruin. It has been crim- 
soned with blood ; it has smo- 
ked with slaughter ; it has been 
| awfully illumined by the light of 
conflagration. ‘Their death has 
been hailed as an «ra of return- 
ing hope to mankind: and their 
departing spirits have been fol- 
lowed into the regions of invisi- 
ble being by the united curses 
of a suffering world. 

‘The path of this illustrious 
Man has, on the contrary, been 
a mere and delightful course of 
benevolence and piety ; a shin- 
ing light, shining more and more 
unto the frerfect day. Respect 
and love pursued his progress ; 
joy brightened before him ; and 
sorrow at his approach wiped 
her tears, and relumed her mel- 
ancholy countenance with re- 
turning smiles. His mourning 
Country followed his bier ; af- 
fection and reverence surround- 
ed his interment, and shed their 
tears on his grave. Hope with 
an animated aspect, and a kind- 
ling eye, pursued his flight into 
eternity ; and with unutterable 
emotions beheld him enter the 
gates of immortality. 

From this illustrious example 
what Ruler, what Christian, 
what Man, may not learn wis- 
dom and worth ? Were every 
Ruler to resemble him; the 
page of history would no longer 
be written in blood ; nor the 
progress of time spread with 





for prey. Intrigue, falsehood, 





sackcloth. His administration 





le ee ees bee 


eee i a eae 


— 


a A Eatin 
- — 


ae eee AS 


— Se ——- 


eet 
te e 


silat Cee PGBS Me” EEA 


ey 





rT 


ge 
# 
ae 





o z a 
ee Sas 
~_ 





a“ 











456 


would every where diffuse joy ; 
his example every where awa- 
ken, extend, and adorn, the reli- 
gion, sent down from heaven. 
Were every Christian like him ; 
Christianity would cease to be 
the object of contempt and oblo- 
quy ; and compel by its native 
loveliness the veneration, and 
applause, even of its enemies. 
Were every Man to exhibit 
the same character ; the world 
would cease to wear any longer 
its gross and gloomy aspect, be 
shorne of its thorns and briers, 
and assume once more the 
bloom, the fragrance, and the 
beauty, which once adorned the 
garden of God. 

My Brethren, you have heard 
this imperfect exhibition of the 
character, so beautifully display- 
ed by the Man, whose death has 
convened this assembly. The 
essential excellencies of this 
character may be transplanted 
into the life of every person pre- 
sent. The true use, to be made 
of this recital, is perfectly con- 
veyed in our Saviour’s applica- 
tion of the parable of the good 
Samaritan,“ Go ye, and do like- 
wise,” 


On Perseverance in Prayer. 
No. I. 


N the present life, the friends 

of God are in a state of se- 
vere trial. They are ever at- 
tended with a great variety of 
wants and distresses. Their va- 
rious and constant sufferings, 
and necessities are suited to in- 
duce them ever to look unto 
God for needed mercies. Ac- 
cordingly in their greatest difh- 
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culties, saints have looked unto 
God with the greatest importu- 
nity. In the hundred and tyen. 
ty-third Psalm, there is a yer 
pleasing account of the conf. 
dence and perseverance, with 
which the friends of God, waited 
upon him for relief, under their 
heavy sufferings. “ Unto thee 
lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
dwellest in the Heavens. Be. 
hold, as the eyes of servants look 
unto the hand of their masters, 
and as the eyes of a maiden, unto 
the hand of her mistress ; so 
oureyes wait upon the Lord our 
God, until that he have mercy 
uponus.” As obedient and sub- 
Missive servants wait upon their 
superiors with attention and 
constancy, so saints are here 
represented as wailing u 
God. ‘Though God should try 
the faith and patience of his 
friends by delaying to answer 
their requests, yet they ought 
to persevere in wailing upon 
him for mercy.—It is proposed 
now to consider what waiting 
upon God for mercy implies ; 
and why saints should perse- 
vere in waiting upon God for 
mercy. 

—T. What does waiting upon 
God for mercy imply? Itim- 
plies, 

1. A sense of unworthiness 
and ill desert. The mercy of 
God consists in the exercise of 
goodness to guilty creatures.— 
It can be shown to none but 
such creatures as are unworthy 
of any good and deserving of 
evil. And none but they, who 
are sensible of their unwortht- 
ness and ill desert, will ever 
truly ask for mercy. For none 
will ever ask for that, of which 
they feél no need. Every ones 





then, who waits upou God for 
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mercy; feels himself to be un- 
worthy of any favor and deserv- 
ing of the divine displeasure: 

2. Waiting upon God for mer- 
cy impliesan hope of obtaining 
what is sought. .No one will 
ever seek what he has no hope 
of receiving. ‘Though all man- 
kind are sinful and guilty crea- 
tures, yet God has shown him- 
self to be very merciful. He 


has laida foundation on which> 


sinners may hope to receive 
and enjoy his favor. But 
though God be merciful, and 
though sinners be convinced of 
their ill-deseri, yet they will not 
look unto God for any favor, 
unlessthey have some hope of 
obtaining it. Sinners, who are 
under conviction, being of a 
self-righteous and unhumbled 
spirit, often sink into despon- 
dency. And saints, often, have 
but a small degree of that hope 
in God, which they ought to 
feel. But neither saints, nor 
sinners will wait upon God for 
mercy, unless they hope to ob- 
tain needed favors. 

3. Waiting upon God for 
mercy implies a simple depend- 
ence upon him for what is de- 
sired. In the bible, saints are 
often described as withdrawing 
their eyes from all creatures, 
and from all appearances, and 
as placing them wholly upon 
God. If we expect to receive 
favors on account of our sup- 
posed goodness, or our exer- 
tions, or requests, we do not 
look "unto God for mercy. Or 
when we profess to look unto 
God, if our eyes are partly pla- 
ced on favorable appearances, or 
partly turned {to creatures, God 
is not the being on whom we 
are waiting. Many imagine 


they are looking unto God, 
Vou. If. NO. 12. 
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while their hopes and expecta- 
tions rest on creatures, or on 
such favorable appearances as 
seem to promise the good they 
are expecting. For when crea- 
tures fail, and fair appearances 
vanish, they are in total dark- 
ness, and are at once discoura- 
ged. But all, who wait upon 
Gad, withdraw their expecta- 
tions from themselves, and from 
all creatures and appearances, 
and looking unto God, with a 
single eye, rely wholly upon his 
perfections for what they de- 
sire. 

4. Waiting upon God implies 
an earnest desire of mercy.— 
Men generally suppose they 
need the mercy of God. And 
there are many, who at some- 
times offer their requests to Gad 
in a careless and heartless man- 
ner. Though the favors they 
profess to ask, be not granted, 
they are unconcerned, and do 
not renew their petitions — 
They refuse to persevere in im- 
ploring the mercy of God, .and 
to wait upon him until he is 
pleased to bestow what they 
have asked.-—Such conduct 
proves that they do not greatly 
desire the favors they pretend 
toask. ‘The attention is easily 
diverted from an object, which 
does not deeply impress the 
mind and interest the heart. A 
person is content, though he 
should not possess » favor, which 
is not much desired.. We. are 
soon weary of waiting for such ° 
benefits as we «lo not greatly val 
ue. None then will persevere in 
| waiting upon God, unless their 
idesives for mercy are very ar- 


God implies 


an urgent pleading for needed 





They, who continue, 
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through difficulties and discou- 
ragements, to wait upon God, 
must be supposed to have 1m- 
portant reesons for their con- 
duct. These reasons they will 
urge with earnest and importu- 
nate supplications. Job, in his 
bitter complaints, describes the 
spirit, by which they, who are 
waiting upon God, will be actua- 
ted. He says, “ O that I knew 
where I might find him ! that 
I might come even to his seat ! 
I world order my cause before 
him, and fll my mouth with ar- 
guments.” The church, when 
looking unto God, is described 
by the Psalmist, as imploring 
his mercy, In the most earnest 
cries, and urging their requests 
by the most persuasive motives. 
‘They say,“Have mercy upon us, 
© Lord, have mercy upon us : 
for we are exceedingly filled 
with contempt. Oursoul is ex- 
ceedingly filled with the scorn- 
ing of those that are at ease, and 
with the contemptof the proud.” 
‘Fhe prayers of the saints, which 
are recorded in the holy scrip- 
tures, always contain important 
arguments in favor of their pe- 
titions. And none will ever per- 
severe in waiting upon God for 
mercy, unless they can urge im- 
portant reasons for the bestow- 
ment of the mercies which they 
ask. —Let us then, 

II. Show why saints should 
persevere in waiting upon God 
for merey. 

I, Saints ever need the mer- 
cy of God. God hath said,— 
“ the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” He also seys of mankind, 
“‘ there is none righteous, no, 
Not one. Allhave sinned.” As 
all have sinned, and deserve 
eternal death, which is the pro- 
per wages of sin, the present 
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enjoyments of saints, and all the 
blessings they will ever enjoy 
are the fruit of divine mercy.—. 
Saints have not only sinned jy, 
time past; but they are also 
now sinning every cay. They 
are conscious that they do nat 
love God with all their hearts, 
and that whatever they dovis not 
wholly done to his glory, as he 
has commanded. Though the 
sins of saints now seem tothem- 
selves very many and very 
great, yet they realize that their 
sins are ever increasing. ‘Fhey 
are therefore ever becoming 
more guilty and more needy of 
divine mercy. There is then 
increasing reasons, why saints 
should wait upon God. The 
psalmist was excited to implore 


the mercy of God, by a consid- 


eration of his iniquity. He says, 
‘“ Lord, be merciful unto me ; 


heal my soul, for I have sinned 


against thee.” Again he says, 
* for thy name’s sake; O Lord, 
pardon mine iniquity ; for it is 
great,” And again—“O re- 
member not against us former 
iniquities ; let thy tender mer- 
cies speedily prevent us; for 
we are brought very low.” 
Saints will continue to sin, as 
long as they live, and they will 
continually become more deser- 
ving of divine wrath. ‘Their 1n- 


| creasing ill-desert and necessi- 


ties urge Christians ever to wail 
upon God for mercy with i- 
creasing constancy and impor 
tunity. ; 

2. God commands his friends 
to persevere in waiting upon 
him, for mercy. He says by 
the psalmist,— wait on the 
Lord ; be of good courage and 
he shall strengthen thine heart ; 
wait, I say, upon the Lord. 
By Solomon he says,—* wart oP 
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the Lord and he shall save thee.” 
And by the prophet Hosea,— 
“ wait on thy God continually.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ, * spake 
a parable to this end, that men 
ought always to pray and not to 
faint.” The Holy Spirit by the 
Aposile commands Christians 
to pray * always with all prayer 
and supplication in the spirit, 
and to watch thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication 
for all saints.” It is also writ- 
ten,—“ pray without ceasing.” 
And again,— watch unto pray- 
er.” Every rational creature is 
bound to obey all the divine 
commandments. And God 
commands his . saints, in the 
most endearing and _ persua-: 
sive manner, to watch unto 
prayer with all perseverance. 
livery saint then is bound, by 
the divine command, to perse- 
vere in wailing upon God for 
mercy. 

3. God promises to show 
mercy to all, who persevere in 
waiting upon him. He says,— 
“ call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify. me.” Andit 


is written,“ the Lord is nigh | 


unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him 
intruth. He will fulfil the de- 
sire of them that fear him: he 
also will hear their cry, and will 
save them.” God declares by 
the prophet Isaiah, .“ I said not 
unto the seed of Jacob, seek ye 
me in vain.” But he has said, 
“then shalt thou call, and the 
Lord shall answer ; thou shalt 
cry, and he shall say, here I 
am.” Itis-aiso written, “ Ask 
and it shall be given you ; seek 
and ye shall find ; knock and it 
shall be opened unto you: for 
every one that asketh receiv- 








j eth;,and he that seeketh findeth; 


and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened. Ov what man is 
there, whom if his Son ask 
bread, will he give him a stone ? 
Or if he ask a fish, will he give 
him a serpent ? If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your 
Father, who is in Heaven, give 
good things to them that ask 
him ?” Christ says to his dis- 
ciples,—* whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, | will do it.”? 
From these declarations it plain- 
ly appears that God has prom- 
ised to grant whatever is asked 
in holy prayer. Can any deny 
the truth of these precious 
promises ? Can any believe 
they are true, and yet refuse to 
wait upon God in persevering 
prayer ? 

4. Every one, who has perr 
severed in waiting upon God, 
has obtained mercy. ‘To men- 
tion the blessings, which have 
been obtained by prayer, it 
would be necessary to give an 
history of the whole church and 
of every saint. When in the 
greatest darkness and perplexi; 
ty, and attended with the great- 
est difficulties and discourage, 
ments, Christians have perse- 
vered in looking unto God, he 
has granted the desires of their 
hearts. Every one, who reccs 
the bible, i is acquainted with the 
mercies, which were obtained 
by the prayers of Jacob and 
Moses, Joshua and Sampson, 
Hannah and Samuel, David and 
Asa, Jehosaphat and Hezekiah, 
Mordecai and Esther, Ezra and 
Nehemiah, Elijah and Elisha, 
Daniel and Jonah. 
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Of the great number, who 


truly applied to Christ for mer- 
cy when he was on the earth, no 
one was ever denied the favors 
he asked. After his ascension, 
all the disciples continued with 
one accord in prayer and sup- 
plication. o th 
prayers the wonders of divine 
power and grace were wrought 
on the day of Pentecost.— 
When Peter was cast into pris- 
on, the prayers of the church 


In answer to their 


prevailed for his deliverance. — 
In answer to Peter’s prayer, 
Dorcas was restored to life, and 
so was Eutychus in answer to 
the prayer of Paul. From the 
days of the Apostles, unto the 
present time, the history of the 
church and the experience of 
every saint, abundantly prove 
that they who wait upon God, 
shall not be disappointed. In an- 
swer to the cries of saints, multi- 
tudes of sinners have been conver- 
ted and churches have been es- 
tablished, enlarged and beautifi- 
ed. In later years God has re- 
markably heard and answered 
the prayers of his people. The 
experience of every Christian 
testifies that their spiritual life 
and joy depend upon their look- 
ing unto God. When they 
cease to watch and pray, they 
fall into temptation, and are in- 
volvedin darkness. But their 
evening sighs and tears before 
the Lord, are turned into a mor- 
ning song. When Christians 
have been filled with anxiety 
under their distresses and have 
sought relief by their own con- 
trivances, or by looking unto 
creatures, their troubles have 
usually increased. But by look- 
ing unto God, they have obtain- 
ed deliverance. The histo- 
ry of the church and the expe- 
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rience of every saint do power- 
fully urge us to persevere jp 
waiting upon God for mercy, 
5. ‘Yo all, who persevere jn 
waiting upon God, he is able and 
willing to grant the greatest 


blessings. God has proclaimed 
his name, saying, “ The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gra. 


| cious, long suffering and abund- 


ant in goodness and truth, keep. 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiv- 
ing iniquity, transgression and 
sin.” ‘This proclamation of the 
divine perfections is not designed 
to excite expectations, that will 
be disappointed. * For as the 
heaven 1s high above the earth, 
so great is his mercy towards 
them that fear him.” The 
psalmist says unto God, “ Thou, 
Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give, and plenteous in mercy 
unto all them that call upon 
thee.” And it 1s written, “ the 
same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him. He giv- 
eth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not.’ However the 
desires of saints may be enlar- 
ged in prayer, it is evident from 
what God has said that they 
shall be abundantly satished.— 
Men are prone to look, with 
confidence, unto their fellow 
creatures for favors. But, “1t 
is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in men. 
It is better to trust in the Lord, 
than to put confidence in prin- 
ces.’ The ablest and the 
best of men often disappoint 
those persons, who look unto 
them for favors. But God always 
surpasses the expectations 0 
every one, who waits upon him 
for mercy. “Eye hath- <" 
seen, nor ear heard, neithel 
have entered into the heart © 





man, the things which God hath 
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prepared for them that love 
him.” The friends of God 
should persevere in waiting up- 
on him with enlarged desires. 
For, * He is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that 
we can ask or think.” 

6. Without the mercy of 
God no one of the human race 
can ever enjoy the least favor. 
All mankind deserve the wrath 
and curse of God, both in the 
present and in the future life. 
‘The mere mercy of Godis the 
source of all the benefits that 
are ever enjoyed by the children 
of men. Unless the mercy of 
God prevent, every one of the 
millions, who are now upon the 
earth, will fall into endless per- 
dition. Without the mercy of 
God, they would at once be 
deprived of all their present 
blessings and become complete- 
ly and forever wretched. To 
the mercy of God we and all 
our fellow creatures are indebted 
for all our worldly enjoyments, 
and for all our spiritual privile- 
ges. Unless the mercy of God 
prevent, all our present bless- 
ings will become accursed. Can 
we refuse to-call upon God for 
that mercy, which is the source 
of all our enjoyments ? Can we 
refuse to persevere in calling 
upon God for that mercy, which 
prevents us, andthe millions of 
our fellow men every moment 
from falling into the endless tor- 
ments and despair of hell ? 

7. Every one who perseveres 
in waiting upon God for mercy, 
will forever enjoy blessings of 
infinite value. God forgives the 
sins of all who rely upon his 
mercy. He sheds abroad his 
love in their hearts, by the holy 
spirit. He supports and rejoi- 


ces their souls amid all the dan-! 
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gers and sorrows of the present 
life. And he gives them a joy- 
ful-and triumphant death. He 
sanctifies them wholly, in spirit, 
and soul, and body. He recei- 
ves them after the trials of this 
life, into the mansions of perfect 
peace, and love, and joy. Atthe 
resurrection, the Lord Jesus 
Christ will change their vile bo- 
dies, that they may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body.— 
Their souls and their bodies, be- 
ing reunited, and being perfect- 
ly beautiful and glorious, they 
shall be placed, at the final judg- 
ment, on the right hand of the 
judge. Then shall he say unto 
them, “ Come, ye blessed of my 
“ Father, inherit the kingdom 
“ prepared for you from the 
* foundation of the world.”— 
Being admitted into heaven, 
they shall be perfectly blessed, 
in the full enjoyment of Ged, to 
all eternity. 
[lo be continued. ]} 
——s 2 
FOR THE CONNECTICUT MAGA- 
ZINE. 


On Grieving the Holy Sprit. 


I conforming to the world, 
professors of religion act un- 
worthy of their calling, and for- 
get that they should be lights in 
the world, holding forth the word 
of life. It is ¢Ats which binds 
their affections down to earth, 
and prevents their progress to- 
wards heaven. It is ¢/is that 
erieves the Holy Spirit, and 
causes him to leave them in 
darkness, in which they see no 
light. Would they grow in 
erace—-would they mount as on 
eagle’s wings, they must lay 
aside all corrupt communication 
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with the world, look unto Jesus, 
and be settled in the principles 
and practice of the gospel, not 
being afraid of appearing singu- 
lar, when placed in competition 
with the wicked. 

«“ Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God,” says the Apostle.—In 
these words, the Holy Ghost 
mercifully condescends to our 
weakness, in representing him- 
self to us, and teaching us, after 
the manner of men. He styles 
himself grieved, when he is 
treated in the manner, in which 
we are treated, when we feel 
grieved. Grief is a passion 
<omposed of sorrow and disap- 
pointment. Thus, when we en- 
deavor to please and benefit our 
neighbor, and he takes it ill of 
2S, We are grieved : we are dis- 
appointed in our good intentions, 
and hurt in our feelings. In 
tike manner, when we refuse 
to submit to the self-denial 
and obedience of the gospel, and 
resist the benevolent operations 
of the Hely Ghost, he is grie- 
ved. He speaks of himself as 
hurt and disappointed in his 
views towards us. Grieving the 
Holy Spirit, is a phrase peculiar- 
ly applicable to the coldness, 
deadness, and ingratitude of be- 
lievers, or open professors of re- 
ligion : and, if I mistake not, is 
never used with respect to any 
others. It supposes he had re- 
ceived such professions of friend- 
ship from us, that he might 
justly expect friendly, and not 
ungrateful returns. Asit wasa 


peculiar aggravation of Christ’s 
sufferings, that he was wounded 
sn the house of his friends ; so, 
the neglect, resistance, or any 
ill treatment from his profes- 
sing friends, peculiarly grieves 
Whatever 
\ 


the Holy Spirit. 
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coldness, contempt, and resist. 
ance he might expect from his 
enemies, he most certainly, 
hast just cause to expect friend. 
ship and gratitude froi his pro. 
fessing friends ; and the contra. 
ry, must peculiarly wound and 
afflict him. 

My design in this essay, is to 
notice some things in which pro- 
fessors of religion grieve the 
Holy Spirit of God. This, in- 
deed, is not a pleasant task Samp 
however, it may have a tenden- 
cy to awaken some careless pro- 
fessors to a sense of duty, and 
excite them to walk more wor 
thy of their calling. 

Itis the express exhortation 
of the apostle, that professors of 
religion walk worthy of their 
vocation, and, in all lowliness 
and meckness, endeavor to 
keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of feace. The Spirit 
of Christ, that dwells in be- 
lievers, is a spirit of love and 
peace. Peace’ is the legacy 
which Christ left for his follow- 
ers. All ought to have it, and 
certainly would have it, did they 
not grieve the Holy Spirit, 
whose office it is to give it. 5o 
far as professors receive and live 
in this spirit of peace, they walk 
in character. God and con- 
science are friendly. But when 
they let down their watch, and 
conform to the world in pride, 
vanity, and impatience, they, 
like the world of unbelievers, 
run into divisions, strife, and de- 
bate, by which the Holy Ghost 
is grieved ; and they are often 
permitted to press forward in . 
their own ways, till some awful _ 
providence recalls them to.duty, 
throuch heavy sorrows and bit- 
ter repentance. ! 

Divisions in the church of 
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Christ, and strife among them, 
are exceedingly offensive to the 
Holy Spirit of God. They pre- 
vent all progress in the Chris- 
tian life among individuals of 
the parties, and vastly injure the 
cause and interest of the Re- 
deemer. Would we experience 
the awakening, renewing, edify- 
ing, and comforting influences 
of the Holy Spirit, we must 
live in feace. ‘There is no oth- 
erway. So certain as we resign 
the Christian graces of humili- 
ty, meekness, patience and god- 
ly fear; and conform to the 
temper and practice of the 
world, the God of peace will 
not dwell among us. 

It is observable also, that ma- 
ny professors of religion, by 
conforming to the world in an | 
unsettled and wavering state of 
mind respecting gospel truths, 
erieve the Holy Spirit of God. 
Imagining themselves to be in 
safety, they take little or no 
pains to grow in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, for- 
getting the apostolicexhortation, 
which saith tothem,  Hence- 
forth be no more children, tos- 
sed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of man, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive ; but speaking 
the truth in love, grow up into 
him in all things, who is the 
head, even Christ.” 

The reason why professors do 
not grow in the knowledge of 
Christ lies wholly in them- 
selves, for we have the assur- 
ance of holy writ, that, “ if we 
incline our cars unto wisdom, 
and apply our heart to under- 
standing ; if we cry after knowl- 





edge, and lift upour voice for 
understanding ; if we seek her | 
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as silver, and search for her as 
for hidden treasures ; then shali 
we understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God.”—The Holy Spirit always 
gives right and correct impres- 
sions of gospel truths; and 
itisthrough our inattention or 
prejudice that we mistake him, 
and err in any of the capital and 
essential doctrines of Christ.— 
By these means, we are subjec- 
ted to wavering in or wandering 
from the truth, while we ima- 
gine ourselves to be right ; and 
thus, lose the edification and 
comfort, which otherwise, the 
Holy Spirit would give us in 
gospel truths. 

This unsettled «nd waver- 
ing state of mind, respecting 
gospel doctrines, will also ac- 
count for much of that coldness, 
deadness, ignorance, and secta- 
rian division, which prevails a- 
mong professors of religion. 
Many think better of themselves 
than they ought to think, and 
are tossed to and fro, relyin> on 
their own wisdom and the spec- 
ulations of conceited men, more 
than on the teachings of the 
Hoiy Ghost. And thus, they 
unwisely imitate the sophists of 
this world, who are “ always 
learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Hereby, the foly Spirit is 
grieved, and his witnessing and 
sealing influences lost ; and, of 
consequence, they remain in 
stupidity, or else, live in fear and 
bondage all their days, and 
never know the liberty of the 
sons of God.—Let such profes- 
sors be exhorted no longer to 
grieve the Holy Spirit, but rath- 
er to entertain him in their 
hearts, without deceit and with- 
out hypecrisy—to receive and 
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stand stcadfast in the truth, al- 
ways abounding in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord. 

In considering the imperfec- 
tions of professors, we must not 
forget, that even among them, 
the name of God, his word, 
ordinances, and providence, are 
not always treated with that rev- 
erence and respect which is 
due. Such irreverence must be 
highly displeasing to God. If 
professors do not revercnce God 
and his ways, where shail we 
look for respect? If the children 
of his household appear against 
him, and take part with his ene- 
mies, do they not awfully for- 
sake God, and heinously grieve 

his Holy Spirit ? Such conduct 
does not admit of excuse.—We 
may bear neglect and disrespect 
from enemics and strangers; 
but when they come from. pro- 
fessing friends and children, 
who have shared in all our cares 
and affections, they are insup- 
portable—they wound the very 
soul, How much more will the 
Holy Spirit of God, the Father 
of all mercies, be grieved, when 
we treat him with irreverence 
and disrespect ?—He declares 
that he cannot forget his 
Church—that they are engraven 
onthe palms ofhis hands. All 
his works of creation, provi- 
dence, and grace, are calculated 
to separate from the world, and 
build up a visible church on 
earth, preparatory to the church 
triumphant in heaven. How 
ungrateful, then, must be the 
conduct of those professors, who, 
by disrespectful and irreverent 
words and actions, obstruct this 
glorious work of the Holy Spi- 
rit? Yet, how often do we for- 
get Him, and heis not in all our 
thoughts ? How inattentive are 
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we to the means of salvation ? 
How apt to murmur under pro- 
vidential dealings ? How apt to 

complain of the self-denial and 

obedience of the gospel, and of 
divine sovereignty ? How often 

do we speak unadvisedly with 

our lips; and sit in silence, 

while others reproach our rel}. 

gion and our God? And, are 

there not professors of religion, 

who entertain such mean and 

gross ideas of the person and 

nature of God, and of the divini- 

ty of Christ, as are totally un- 

worthy of the divine character ? 

Such things grieve the Holy 

Spirit, and call for immediate 

repentance—for a walk of great- 

er circumspection towards God_ 
and religion. 

We may in the next place re- 
mark, as connected with the 
above observations, that the pro- 
fessorsof religion grieve theHoly 
Spirit of God, by a carclessand . 
negligent use of the means of 
grace. Aconsideration of what 
God has done for our salvation, 
St. Paul urges, as a reason for 
walking worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called. We 
ought to live in the unity of the 
Spirit, in the. bond of peace; 
from the consideration that 
there is but one Body, one Spirit, 
cne Lord, one Faith, one. Bap- 
tism, one God and Father of all, 
who hath given various mealsy 
gifts, and graces, for the pet- 
fecting of saints and the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ. Our 
inattention to what God has . 
done for our salvation, to the 
means of edification and sancti- 
fication, is ingratitude to him, 
and grieving to his Holy Spirit. 

Yet, how ready are maby © 
professors to neglect their bibles, 
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How many, either wholly. or in 
a great measure, neglect the 
evening and the morning sacri- 
fice—seldom or never pray in 
and with their families ! Thus, 
the bonds of the covenant, which 
they have taken upon them-| 
selves, are not fulfilled ; and, 
their families are not educated 
in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. How many are 
so absorbed in their worldly 
concerns, that on their social 
visits and collections, they are 
utterly unwilling to enter into 
any religious conversation ; and 
perhaps, think it uncivil to in- 
quire into each others’ spiritual 
welfare ! How often is the Sab- 
bath profaned, the house of 
God and his sealing ordinances 
neglected, by those, who call 
themselves Ais friends! In a 
word, is not our time of proba- 
tion sadly mispent—devoted to 
the world more than to God ?.— 
Our leisure hours, which are 
many, are too often filled up 
with idleness, vanity, and folly, 
rather than in reading, medita- 
tion,’ self-examination, prayer, 
and religious conversation.— 
Thus the great errand of life is 
Jeft undone ; the Father of “all 
our mercies is offended, and his 
Holy Spirit grieved. 

Can it be strange if such pro- 
fessors are dead, while they 
have a name to live ? Can it be 
strange if they live in darkness, 
fears, and doubts ; and feel no 
sensible evidence of the sealing 
of the Holy Ghost ? And should 
such builders of straw and stub- 
ble be finally saved, will it not 
be as by fire? May God At- 
mighty, give us grace to considl- 
er our ways before it be too late ; 


and enable us to maintain the | 
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Christian character, in all holy 


conversation and godliness. 


I will only notice further, 
that professors grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, when they oppose 
his work of awakening, convic- 
tion, and sanctification ; either 
in themselves’ or others. Con- 
viction of sin and the gospel 
new-birth are the peculiar work 
of the Holy Spirit—the mighty: 


power of God; and infinitely » 


beyond the influence of all mor- 
al suasion. Through the ope: 
rations of the Holy Ghost, men 
are born unto God, and without 
them, none can be saved. 

It was a peculiar privilege 
promised to the church, that in 
the gospel days, God would 
pour out of his Spirit upon all 


people, and “ One should say, 


“am the Lord’s ; and another 
“ should call himself by the 
“name of Jacob; and another 
should subscribe with his 
* hand unto the Lord, and sir- 
“ name himself by the name of 
“ Israel,” that is, Christ: he 
should assume the name and 
character of a Christian. ‘This, 
indeed, was a glorious promise. 
God would not only take here 
and there one, as in his ordinary 
providence, but four out of his 
Spirit—there should be large ef- 
fusions of divine influences on 


ithe people, and multitudes 


| 









should be converted unto.God 
by Jesus Christ. 

This promise of Jehovah, by 
the mouth of Isaiah, was re- 
markably fulfilled in the days of 
the Apostles. And every sea-. 
son of general-awakening, from 
that time to this, has witnessed 
to the faithfulness of God. Ma- 
ny of uscan testify toa glorious 
work of the Holy Spivit, in the 
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New England churches, within 
a few years past. Great effu- 
sions of the Spirit have been 
poured out on many churches 
and congregations ; and many 
persons have subscribed to the 
Lord, and sir-named themselves 
by the name of Israel. And 
not a few, we charitably hope, 
spring up as among the grass, 
as willows by the water courses. 
They grow in grace, bear fruit, 
and are an honor to their pro- 
fession. ! 

Now, it is not uncommon, 
that in every society we find 
some persons opposed to such a 
glorious work of the Spirit, on 
their own hearts. ‘They hate 





to see their own vileness and | 
will not believe God to be very 
angry with them: accordingly, 
they endeavour to persuade 
themselves, that the work of the 
Spirit 1s a delusion ; and, by ev- 
ery mean in their power, Cast 
off fear, and stifle their convic- 
tions. Such conduct, however, 
is presumptuous and awfully 
dangerous ; for, should they 
succeed in their attempts, there 
will be little probability of their 
ever experiencing such another 
spiritual favor—they do despite 
to the Spirit of all grace. Also, 
many, perhaps most of this 





class of people, are violently set 
against, what is called relsgious 
stirs. The mention of such ap- 
pearances excites all their indig- 
nation. They mock, and scoff, 
and do every thing in their pow- 
er, to oppose the work of spirit- 
ual conviction among their 
neighbours : they even blasphe- 
mously call it a delusion, and 
the work of the devil. ) 
Such things we have experi- 
enced ; and may still expect, 





from the enemies of the cross of 
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Christ. But, with shame of 
face be it spoken, professors 
there are, who have JOined in 
this opposition to the work of 
God in general awakenings, 
This is specially dishonorin 

to God, and grieving to his Holy 
Spirit, When the professed 
members of his household lift 
up the heel against him, it is 
awful indeed. Yet, how many 
professors of relizion have, both 
openly and privately, opposed 
the religious stirs in our land ; 
and spoken contemptuously of 
conviction of sin by the Spirit of 
our God? And, are not such 
found, even among those who 
pray in their families and in the 
house of God, for the out pour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit on our 
churches and congregations? 
How absurd and unaccountable 
is this conduct! How ungrate- 
ful to the Spirit'of all grace, one 
hour to pray for his divine and 
awakening influences, and the 
next, to speak lightly of them ; 
and, by every mean, endeavor to 
impede and bring into contempt 
his sacred work !—That there 
should be some _ irregularities 
among the subjects of the spe- 
cial operation of the Holy Spir- 
it, is, generally, to be expected, 
especially, among those who 
have enjoyed little opportunity 
for instruction, To these, at 
such a time, every thing is new, 
amazing, and unaccountable ; 
and they willexpress their feel- 
ings and surprise, according to 
their natural constitutions, hab- 
its, and education. But such 
irregularities can never justify 
professors, in their opposition 


to this sacred work of the Spir- 


it; they ought to know how to 
allow in such cases, and to “ages! 
according to truth—Many 0 





1809.] 


them, however, we charitably 
hope have a zeal for God, 
though, in these instances, we | 
think not according to knowl- 
edge. ‘They, doubtless, have 
acted unadvisedly, and without 
sufficient information.—But af- 
ter all that can be said in exten- 
uation of such conduct, it 1s to 
be feared,that we may, too justly, 
apply to some of them, the 
words of our Saviour to the ca- 
viling Jews,—* I know that ye 
are Abraham’s seed; but ye 
seek to kill me, because my 
word hath no place in you: if 
God were your Father ye would 
love me.” ) 

When the professed follow- 
ers of Christ speak lightly, or 
uct openly against seasons of 
spiritual awakening, they hein- 
ously grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God. They bring dishonor 
on religion; and cast impedi- 
ments in the way of spiritual 
conversions, vastly more than all 
the open enemies of the gospel, 
could have done without them. 
Let such take heed to them- 
selves, lest there be in any of 
them an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God. 

It becomes all of us, who are 
professed followers of the Lamb 
of God, to depart from iniquity. 
Let us carefully examine into 
the true state of our souls, and 
know our own selves. Are we 
sealed of the Spirit of God, we 
need know it, that we may take 
the comfort of it: but have we 
deceived ourselves with a false 
hope, it is high time to discover 
it; for that knowledge which 
shail come too late, will be a 
dreadful knowledge. At any 
rate, we have too often grieved 
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the Holy Spirit, and have cause 
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We have been too much con- 
formed to the world in pride 
and vanity ; in impatience, 
strife and debate ; in many evil 
communications, .which have 
proceeded out of our mouths, | 
and in many deeds of the flesh. 
We have been too unsettled in 
the truths of religion ; too ir- 
reverent towards God in our 
thoughts, words and actions ; 
too improvident of our time; and 
too negligent in the use of the 
means of salvation. ‘To which 
we must add,that the awakening 
and convincing influences of the 
Holy Spirit on our own hearts, 
and on the hearts of others, 
have been too much opposed, or 
too coldly received by many, 
perhaps by all of us. 

As followers of Jesus, we 
ought always to bear in mind, 
that, by living in those things 
which grieve the Holy Spirit, 
we highly offend God the Fa- 
ther, who provided the plan of 
our salvation—we highly offend 
God the Son who bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, 
that we might live—we griev-. 
ously wound our own souls, and 
have need to tremble, lest we 
be found to have believed in 
vain. We also set a bad exam- 
ple before others. Whether 
professors or not,they will be ve- 
ry apt to follow, and do as we do. 
Thus, the blood of souls may be 
found in our skirts. And, lastly, 
it highly dishonors our pvrofes- 
sion. Both our sins and our 
weaknesses prove weapons in 
the hands of infidels and wick- 
ed men, to dishonor God and 
religion. They watch for our 
halting, and then mock and 
scoff at us and our God. 

These things call for imme- 


-for repentance and humiliation. | diate attention and reformation 
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Let us not stand to confer with 
flesh and blood, but, without de- 
lay, step forward as lights in 
the! world, holding forth the 
word of life. And, ‘* whatsoev- 
er things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoev- 
er things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever 


things are of good report ; if 


there be any virtue, if there be 
any praise, let us think on these 
things ; and the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep our hearts and minds 
through Jesus Christ.” 

JOB. 


——agt => Se 


Harmony of the Law and Gosfiel 
in the salvation of Sinners. 


J HERE is no subject, on 
| which men are more ex- 
posed to false conceptions, than 
the relation which the Jaw and 
the gospel have to each other, in 
the governmentof men to whom 
salvation is offered. Some ap- 
pear to apprehend there is a cer- 
tain kind of opposition between 
the law and the gospel ; that the 
law and the justice of God are 
attempting to effect one purpose, 
while the gospel and divine 


grace are engaged ina different 


design. Some apprehend that 
the gospel is given to lower the 
requirements of the law, and 
bring men into a_ condition, 
through which they may be 
happy in the friendship of God 
with a less degree of holiness 
than the original commandment 
required. 

Others apprehend, that by the 
gospel, men are taken from the 
power of the law, in sucha 
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sense, that it has not its original 
right to direct them in all things, 

the whole temper of their hearts 

and practice of their lives —_ 

Neither of these apprehensions 

is according to truth, and they 

arise from not carefully attend. 

ing to the relation between the 

law and the gospel in the sove. 

reign dealings of heaven with. 
the children of men. David, 

who was one of the earliest pro- 

phets, informs us that « Mercy 

and truth have met together, and 

righteousness and peace, em- 

braced each other.” The law 

and the gospel are perfectly har- 

monious in their moral nature, 

and in their requirements. If 

it had not been thus, the royal 

singer of Israel could not have 

written, Mercy and peace have 

embraced truth and rightcous- 

ness. Christ took an early op- 

portunity, in his public minis- 
tration, to correct errors of the 
kind which have been mention- 
ed “Verily, i say unto you, 
until heaven and earth passy not 
one jotor one tittle shall pass 
from the law, until all be ful- 
filled.” It is an casier thing 
that the whole universe be anni- 
hilated ; fit is more reasonable, 
and more reconcileable with the 
eternal perfections of Jehovah, 
that the whole created universe 
should be brought to its final 
destruction, than it is that the 
law of God should be repealed 
in any duty which it enjoins, or 
any penalty which it threatens. 
There is no other so fixed a pur- 
pose in all the counsels of the 
supreme mind, as it is that the 
law shall be maintained, shall 
prevail, shall be executed for 
ever, without any alteration of 
its requirements or repeal of its 
penalties. 
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It ‘is natural for sinful crea- 
tures to fall into error on this 
point. Knowing this to be the 
case, Christ embraced an early 
opportunity to forewarn them of 
the danger’ Unholy minds do 
not love the law, they feel an op- 
position to its nature, find that 
it condemns them, and are ready 
to view it asanenemy. ‘They 
are conscious that the holy dis- 
positions and duties required by 
the original commandment are 
not pleasing to their hearts ; and 
when they find a Saviour offer- 
ing, redemption, on their own 
sinful principles, they imagine 
that he is taking part with them 
against the instrument of their 
death, either by changing its 
pure nature, or its awful penal- 
ties. But it isso far from these 
ways in which Christ becomes 
a Saviour, that the gospel gives 
strength to the law, and renders 
it more irrepealable and obliga- 
tory on creatures, more glorious 
in itself, and more awful in its 
threatenings against guilty crea- 
tures than it would have been, if 
a gospel had not intervened. 

The following considerations 
evince the harmony of the law 
and gospel in all the divine deal- 
ings with men. 

Both give us the same repre- 
sentations of the moral perfec- 
tions of God. In both the same 
holy nature, will and attributes 
are manifested. Although the 
gospel may contain a more full 
and high display of Godhead, it 
is by the same attributes as were 
revealed in the law. In each 
he appears of one uniform char- 
acter and will from eternity to 
cternity, and as unchangeable in 
his moral attributes as he is in 
his natural essence. The law 


describes him infinitely holy, | 
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true and righteous ;, so doth the 
gospel. If it be said that the 
gospel eminently displays the 
goodness of God, in his treat- 
ment of creatures ; so doth the 
original moral law. It was 
goodness which first dictated 
every moral precept, which doth 
now, and ever will maintain ev- 
ery precept in its full force. 
That goodness dictated every 
precept of the commandment, 
appears from this, that it is a 
law, in all respects, calculated 
to promote the happiness of a 
universe, and of individuals 
which are social and rational in 
their nature. If it was good in 
God to create us with such ra- 
tional faculties, powers and con- 
ceptions as we possess, that 
goodness would have been frus- 
trated, unless he had given a 
law by which their exercise 
might be conducted to the ob- 
tainment of happiness, and 
there is no other rule of moral 
conduct, except what we have 
received from God, which will 
make us happy as individuals, 
as members of socicty, and as 
subjects of his most wise gov- 
ernment. Therefore the same 


goodness appeared in giving the 


law as in proclaiming the gos- 
pel of reconciliation. The 
Lord said that it was his good- 
ness, he made to pass before 
Moses, when he came down on 
Mount Sinai to give the law 
and show his glory. <A display 
of divine goodness is a display 
of his elo y, whether it be made 
in the law or in the gospel. For 
God to have left his creatures 
after he had made them, without 
giving such a law as he did, 
would have proved the greatest 
want of goodness ; yea it would 
have been leaving them to mis 
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‘a ery, such misery as they now 
: feel by transgression. Misery 
| always goes in company with a 
ech wicked temper and actions.— 
4 The precepts and penalties of 
the commandment are equal ev- 
che idence of divine goodness. The 
ae penalty enforces what the pre- 
| cept in infinite wisdom com- 
mands. 

We have considered the good- 
ness of God as being equally 
displayed in the law, and in 
the gospel. 

Next let us consider his jus- 
tice. The law denounces the 
penalty of perfect justice. The 
gospelreveals a suffering Sav- 
jour, enduring the penalty for 
allwhocome to him by a holy 
and saving faith. So that it ap- 
pears, by attending to the sub- 
ject, that the law and the gospel 





God to be the same, in all re- 
spects. The samme goodness, 
the same justice, the same op- 
position to sin, the same univer- 
sal holiness in his nature, the 
same determination to make ho- 
ly beings happy and sinful be- 
ings miserable, are seen in one 
dispensation as are declared in 
the other. In giving the Jaw 
-he says, he will by no means 
clear the guilty, remaining such; 
and Christ, in declaring his 
office as a mediator says, that 
he came not only to proclaim the 
c acceptabie year of the Lord, 
ay but the day of the vengeance of 
} our Ged on all who remain in 
unbelief. 

On this subject it may be fur- 
ther observed, that the law and 
the gospel require the same 
temper, character and practice 
in men. Moses said, “ thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, strength and 
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represent the moral charactcr of 


(Dec, 


mind.” Jesus Christ direc. 
ted the same. When it was 
enquired of our divine Lord, 
“what good thing shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life 2” 
His answer was, “ keep the 
commandments.” Let your 
temper and practice be such, in 
all respects, as the law requires, 
and you shall obtain eternal life. 
The holiness required by the 
law and the gospel is the same. 
|All the representations of a 
Christian temper describe it as 
consisting in a conformity to 
God, anda conformity to God 
and his law are the same.’ 

The subject may be illustra- 
ted further by considering, that 
the whole which Christ did 
when he came into the world to 
save men, was to glorify the law- 
giver and to magnify the law 
through his own sufferings and 
obedience. Thus he made an 
atonement, and purchased the 
Spirit for our — sanctification. 
The sufferings of Christ, when 
he stood in the place of sinners, 
under the government of inf- 
nite wisdom, answered the same 
purpose, as would have been ef- 
fected by their enduring the 
pains of eternal death. 

The graces and virtues of 
life, were his obedience to the 
law. He encourages salvation 
only to those who are renewed 
and sanctified by his Spirit. The 
design of his purchasing the 
Spirit was, through this influ- 
ence, to restore his people to 
that personal holiness, which the 
law hath from the beginning 
required ; neither without this 
can they ever attain the happl- 
ness of heaven. 

The Christian salvation 1s so 
far from encroaching on the 





rights of the law, that, with res- 
pect to those who are saved, It 
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is fully honored. It has con- 
demned them, it has declared 
them dead in trespassesand sins, 
and has executed the penalty in 
the person of Jesus our Re- 
deemer. There hath been no 
repeal of the penalty, for it 
hath been suffered by the Lamb 
of God, for all his redeemed 
ones, and before they attain 
complete redemption, they shall 
be brought to a state of perfect 
obedience. So that the way in 
which men are saved by the gos- 
pel is by bringing the Jaw and 
its irrepealable obligation more 
fully into view than it ever was 
before ; by appointing it an 
eternal rule of the Christian 
temper and obedience ;_ by 
Christ’s enduring the penalty, 
in its full intention, for al! those 
who believed in him; and by 
their restoration, through the 
Spirit, to the same temper which 
the law originally enjoined. 

In this view of the perfect 
harmony between the law and 
the gospe], what hath the latter 
done for sinners‘that the former 
could not? The law could not 
furnish a substitute to suffer and 
dic in our stead ; this the gos- 
pel hath done: The law could 
not promise that God would ac- 
cept the sufferings of a substi- 
tute in the stead of the believer ; 
this the gospel hath done : The 
law could not furnish an awa- 
kening, renewing and sanctify- 
ing Spirit to recover our hearts 
into a conformity to its own pre- 
cepts ; this is done by the pur- 
chase of Christ in the gospel. 
The law could only teach men 
their duty, and condemn them 
for not doing it ; but the gospel 
doth more. It enjoins the same 
duties, conglemns all who do not 


perform them ; at the same! 
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‘time, brings with it a sancti- 


fying power to deliver from sin, 


and consecrate the whole Soul: 


a minister of righteousness un- 
to Godand the praiseof his grace. 
The preceding reflections ad- 
mit many salutary inferences. 
The gospel does not encou- 
rage any one with final salvation, 
until he is. brought into confor- 
mity to the divine law, and made 
partaker of a Christian temper. 
All men ought frequently to 
propose to themselves the fol- 
lowing questions: I read the 
gospel, have I any right to hope 
therefrom ? The gospel is a 
proclamation of peace to a world 
of guilty sinners, on certain con- 
ditions. I am committed to my 
own care, and it ts infinitely in- 
teresting to me that I be saved. 
Does this gospel extend to my 
case, and deliver me from my 
wretched condition by nature ? 
Certainly, every man ought to 
propose these question to him- 
self, and the subject of this pa- 
per Jeads to a correct answer.—— 
If the temper of our minds is 
restored to conformity with the 
law ; 1f we love and practise all 
that holiness which it requires ; 
if we have become of a dispvusi- 
tion that we can say, “ Oh! how 
I love thy law for it is my daily 
delight, and the meditations of 
my heart thereon are sweet,” 
then we are in a safe state, thro’ 
the gospel of reconciliation. If 
we have been renewed in the 
temper of our minds, and de- 
light in the divine determination 
to maintain his commandment 
in its full glory ; then the gos- 
pel will preserve us from ever- 
lasting death. If there be any 


rebe}lion in our hearts against 
the commandment, there is the 
game against the gasnel, for they 
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sweetly coincide concerning all 
human duty. Some apprehend 
| there is no condemnation in the 
gospel ; but this is a great mis- 
uf take. The gospel condemns 
j every exercise and action which 
| is forbidden by the law ; yet 
| with this great difference. The 
| law condemns without a power 

of recovering ; the gospel fol- 

lows, condemning the same 
things, but offers a restoration to 
the favor of God on certain con- 
ditions. Those conditions are 
that we again: love and obey the 
Son which we disobeyed ; be- 


creatures possessed before their 
apostacy ; and look to God, 
through the merits of his Son 
for the pardon. of all iniquity, 
and the influences of his Spirit 
2 to renew our hearts and preserve 
hy us in a holy temper. 
: IfGod was justin condemn- 
| ing creatures who rebelled a- 
4 gainst his. original command- 
ie ment, he must be the same in 
rejecting those, who refuse the 
i moral purity of the gospel ; for 
i the holiness of each is the same ; 
except it be in degree, there is 
| no difference between the holi- 
i ness of Paradise and of Heaven. 
ier We must then look to the affec- 
' tions of our hearts and the prac- 
tice of our lives, which is a dis- 
tinguishing mark of their mor- 
al nature, to determine whether 
the -gospel_ hath delivered us 
from the reigning power, and 
the destroying guilt of sin.—If 
we have a beginning but a sen- 
sible sanctification from sin ; a 
conformity to the holy nature of 
God and his law, we may hope 
for a final redemption ; and it 
4s only by this rule we can deter- 
i mine whether our condition is 
Ae safe or the contrary. 
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This subject proves that the 
doctrine of a.renewal and sanc- 


tification of our hearts by the 
Spirit of God, is essential to the 
christian scheme of grace. Re. 
jecting this doctrine with res. 
pect to ourselves, amounts toa 
rejection of the whole gospel, 
The law could have made us 
happy, and conducted us to eter. 
nal giory, if we had not by apos- 
tacy violated its precepts : the 
gospel is designed to recover 
us by a restoration to obedience. 
This can be done only by a re- 
newal of our hearts, from the 
natural and unholy state of men. 
Jesus Christ knew his own gos- 
pel, and the purpose to which 
he was consecrated by the Fath- 
er, when he said, “ Marvel not 
“ that I say unto you, ye must 
“ be born again.” Also, when 
he said, “ Verily, verily, I say 
“unto ycu, except a man be 
“ born of the Spirit, he cannot 
“enter into the kingdom of 
“God.” If this be true, and 
Christ in his holy word hath 
said it, the influences of the holy 
Spirit, which practical disbe- 
lievers deride, are necessary 
for our salvation. ‘The law left 
us condemned, under the wrath 
of God, and the power of a hard 
heart. When infinite goodness 
conceived that design of saving 
fallen men, which now amazes 
angels, he saw our need of as- 
sistance in returning to him.— 
In the gospel, he made provis- 
ion for our help. Tere ts as 
much need of the Spirit to assist 
us in returning to our duty, a5 
there was of a Saviour’s blood 
to expiate our guilt. Those 
‘persons, although they may 
profess to be Christians, who 
think lightly of a work of the 
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thereby give demonstrative evi- 
slence that they are ignorant of 
experimental - religion. ‘They 
may have a name to live, while 
they are really dead, in trespas- 
ses and sins; may think them- 
selves in the path to heaven al- 
though descending the broad 
road to death. 

Eternal life consists in un- 
wmixed holiness, such views of 
God as finite minds can re- 
ceive, anda perfect devotion to 
his service. Until there be 
found in us this recovery to ho- 
liness bythe gospel, we must 
be wretched beings ;' convicted 
by our own consciences, and 
wretched by our own temper ; 
wretched in time and for eterni- 
ty. Men may roll from opin- 
ion to opinion, from scheme to 
scheme; they may turn from 
one course of life, and from one 
denomination of christians to 
another ; they may be zealous 
and inflamed with a boisterous 
zeal in their pretensions ; but 
are neither safe, or happy, until 
they have turuedto God, their 
‘maker and redeemer. When 
they have obeyed God thro’ faith 
and repentance, their hearts are 
placed at rest, by having. obtain- 
ed a satisfying object of enjoy- 
ment ; their consciences be- 
come peaceful ; God through 
Christ becomes their friend ; 
and the whole universe presents 
objects for their blessedness. 
Nature itself, on any other 
principles, stands directly oppo- 
sed to happiness. The glorious 
nature of God, the powers anc 
qualities of rational existence, 
the circumstances of social con- 
nection, the structure of created 
minds, and the events of a most 
wise providence, al forbid hap- 
-piness, to those who have not 
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the Estrangelo. 
‘manuscripts are in the : Estrar- 





unfeigned piety ; and all these 
are not-to be changed in compli- 
ance with the perverse humors 
of a sinner. The motto affir- 
med by the will of the Creator, 
and engraven on the pillars of 
the universe is this: “ He 
WHO IS HOLY, IS HAPPY ; AND 
WHOEVER IS UNHOLY, MUST 
BE UNHAPPY FOREVER. 
AMEN.” 


eS 3S 
LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
(Concluded from p: 439. 
“ THERE are many old Syriac 


manuscripts besides the’ Bible, 
which have been well preserved: 


for the Synod of Udiamper des- 


troyed no! volumes but those 
which treated of religious doc- 
trine or church supremacy.— 
Two different characters of wri- 
ling appear ever to have been in 


‘use among the Syrian Chris- 


tians,—the common Syriac and 
The oldest 


gelo. , 
“But there are other ancient 


documents in Malayala, not less 


interesting than the Syrian man- 
uscripts. The old Portuguese 


historians rdate, that soon after 


the arrival of their countrymen 
in’ India, about SQO years ago, 
the oe Archbishop ef An- 
gamalee, by name Mar Jacob, 
deposited in the fert of Cochin 
for safe custody, certain ‘tablets 
of brass ; on which: were en- 
graved . Rights ‘of Nobility and 
other privileges, granted to the 
Christians by a Prince of a for- 
mer age’; and that-whilé these 
tablets were under the chatge of 
the Portuguese, they had been 


| ubaccountably lost, and had st 
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ver after been heard of. The 
loss of the tablets was deeply 
regretted by the Christians ; and 
the Portuguese writer, Gouvea, 
ascribes their subsequent oppres- 
sions by the native powers, to 
the circumstance of their being 
| no longer able to produce their 
Hh charter. It is not generally 
| known that, at a former period, 
the Christians possessed regal 
power in Malayala. The name 
of their last king was Beliarte — 
He died without issue ; and his 
kingdom descended, by the cus- 
tom of the country, to the king 
of Cochin. When Vasco de 
Gama was at Cochin, in 1503, 
he saw the sceptre of the Chris- 
tian king. | 
“ It is further recorded by 
the same historians, that besides 
the documents deposited with 
the Portuguese, the Christians 
possessed three other tablets, 
containing ancient grants, which 
they kept in their own custody : 
und that these were exhibited to 
the Romish Archbishop Me- 
nezes, at the church of Tevele- 
jh car, near the mountains, in 1599, 
my the inhabitants having first-ex- 
acted an oath from the Arch- 
-bishop, that he would not remove 
them. Since that period little 
| has been heard of the tablets. 
A Though they are often referred 
f to in the Syrian writings, the. 
| ‘translation itself has been lost. 
It has been said that they were 
seen about 40 years ago; but 
Adrian Moens, a govenor of Co- 
chin, in 1770, who published 
7 some account of the Jews of 
| Maiabar, informs us that he used 
oe every means in his power, for 
many years, to obtain a sight of 
the Christian Plates ; and was 
at length satisfied they were ir- 
recoverably lost ; or rather, he 
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adds, that they never €xisted. 
“ The learned world will be 
gratified, to know, that all these 
ancient tablets, not only the 
three last mentioned exhibited 
in 1599, but those also, (as js 
supposed,) delivered by the Sy- 
rian Archbishop to the Porty- 
guese, on their arrival in India, 
which are the most ancient, 
have been recently recovered by 
the exertions of Lieut. Col. Ma- 
caulay, the British Resident in 
Travancore ; and are now offi- 
cially deposited with that off- 
cer. 3 i 
« The plates are six in num- 
ber. They are composed of a 
mixed metal. The engraved 
page on the largest plateis 13 
inches long by about 4 broad. 
They are closely written: four of 
them on both sides of the plate, 
making in all eleven pages. 
On the plate reputed to be the 
oldest, there is writing perspicu- 
ously engraved in nail-headed 
or triangular-headed letters, re- 
sembling the Persepolitan or 
Babylonish. On the same plate 
there is writing in another char- 
acter, which has no affinity with 
any existing character in Hin- 
dostan. The grant on this 
plate appears to be witnessed by 
four Jews of rank, whose names 
are distinctly written in an old 
Hebrew character, resembling 
the alphabet called Zhe Palny- 
rene ; and to each name 1s pre- 
fixed the title of Magen ; thatis, 
Chief. | 
‘‘It may be doubted whether 
there exists in the world:anoth- 
er document of equal antiquity, 
which is atthe same time, of 
so great alength, and in such 
faultless preservation as the 
Christian Tablets in Malayala. 
The Jews of Cochin, indeed, 
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contest the palm of antiquity and 
of preservation ; for they also 
produce tablets, containing pri- 
vileges granted at a remote pe- 
riod. TheJewishtabletsare twoin 
number. The Jews were long in 
possession of a third plate, which 
now appears tobe the property 
of the Christians. The Jews 
commonly show an ancient He- 
brew translation of their plates. 
Dr. Leyden made another trans- 
Jation ; which differs from the 
Hebrew : and there has lately 
been found among the old Dutch 
records at Cochin, a third trans- 
lation, which approaches nearer 
to Dr. Leyden’s than to the He- 
brew. Ina Hebrew manuscript 
which will shortly be published, 
it is recorded that a grant on 
brass tablets was given to the 
Jews,in A.D. 379. 

‘“* As it is apprehendec that there 
may be some difficulty in obtaining 
an accurate translation of all these 
tabicts, it is proposed to print a co 
per-plate fac simile of the whole, 
and to transmit copies to the learned 
societies in Hindostan andein Eu- 
rope; for this purpose an engraver 
is now employed on the plates, at 
Cochin. ‘The Christian and Jewish 
plates together, will make 14 pages. 
A copy has been sent, in the first in- 
stance, to the Pundits of the Shan- 
scrit College, .at Trichiur, by 
direction of the Rajah of Cochin. 

“* When the White Jews at Co- 
chin were questioned respecting the 
ancient copies of their Scriptures, 
they answered, That it had been 
usual to dury the old copy read ia 
the synagogue, when decayed. by 
time aud use. ‘This, however, does 


not appear to have been the prac- ; 


tice of the Black Jews, who were 
the first settlers : for in the record- 
chests of their synagogues, old cop- 
ies of the law have been discovered ; 
some of which are complete, and 
for the most part, legible. Neither 
could the Jewsof Cochin produce 
any historical manuscripts of conse- 
quence, their vicinity to the sea- 
coast having exposed their commu- 








nity to frequent revolution ; but ma- 
ny old writings have been icund at 
the remote synagogues of their an- 
cient enemies, the biack Jews, situ- 
ated at Tritooa, Paroor, Chenotta, 
and Maleh ; the last of which places 
is near. the mountains. Among 
these writings are some cf great 
length, in Rabbinical Hebrew ; but 
in so ancient and uncommon a Cchar- 
acter, that it will require much 
time and labour to ascertain their 
contents. ‘There is one manuscript 
written in a character resembling 
the Palmyrene Hebrew, on the brass 
plates: but it is in a decayed state ; 
and the leaves adhere so closely to 
each other, that it is doubtful wheth- 
er it will be possible to unfold them, 
and preserve the reading.—It is 
sufficiently established by the con- 
curring evidence of written record 
and Jewish tradition, that the black 
Jews had colonized on the coasts of 
India, long before the Christian xra. 
There was another colony at Raja- 
poor, in the Mahratta territory, 
which is not yct extinct ; and there 
are at this time, Jewish soldiers and 
Jewish native officers in the British 
service. ‘hat these are a remnant 
of the Jews of the first dispersion af 
the Babylonish captivity, secms 
highly probable. ‘There are many 
other tribes settled in Persia, Ara- 
bia, Northern India, ‘lartary, and 
China, whose respective places of 
residence may be easily discovered. 
The places which have been ai- 
ready ascertained, are 65 in num- 
ber. These tribes have in ecneral, 
{particularly those who have passed 
the Indus,) assimilated much tothe 
customs of the countries in which 
they live ; and may sometimes be 
seen by a traveller, withcut being 
recognized as Jews. ‘The very im- 
perfect resemblance of their coun- 
tenance to the Jews of Europe, in- 
dicates that they have been detach- 
ed from the parent stock in Judea, 
many ages before the race of Jews 
in the west. A fact corroborative 
of this is, that certain of these tribes 
do not call themselves Jezys, but Be- 

ni-Israel, or Israelites; for the 

name Jew is derived from Judah ; 

whereas the ancestors of these 

tribes were not subject to the kings 

of Judah, but tothe kings of Israci. 
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They have, in most places, the book 
cf of the Law, the book of Job, and the 
: Psalms ; but know little of the 

yrophets, Some of them have even 
fost the book of the law ; and only 
ii, know that they are Israelites from 
| tradition, and from their obser- 
yance of peculiar rites. _ 

A “ A copy of the Scriptures, be- 
bei ionging to the Jews of the east, who 
: might be supposed to have no 
communication with the Jews in 
the west, has been long a destdera- 
yer tum with Hebrew scholars. In the 
coffer of a synagogue of the black 
Jews, in the interior of Malayala, 
there has been found an old copy of 
the law, written on a roll of leather. 
The skins are sewed together, and 
the roll is about fifty feet in length. 

It is in some places worn out, and 

the holes have been patched with 

pieces of parchment. 


‘Some of the Jews mippose that 
this roll came originally from Senna 
in Arabia : others have heurd that 
it was brought from Cashmir. The 
Cabul Jews, who travel annually in- 
to the interior of China, say, that in 
some synagogues, the law is still 
i) found written on aroll of leather: 
not on vellum, but on a soft flexible 
leather, made of goat skins, and dy- 
ed red ; which agrees with the de- 
: scription of the roll abovementioned. 
3 ‘Such of the Syriac and Jewish 
i -reagong to as may, on examina- 
tion, be found to be valuable, will 
be deposited in the public libraries 
of the British Universities, 

“The princes of the Deccan 
have manifested a liberal regard for 
the extension of Shanscrit learning, 
by furnishing lists of the books in 
their temples for the college of Fort 
William, in Bengal. His excellen- 
cy the Rajah of argon, was pleas- 
ed to set the example, by giving the 
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et voluminous catalogue of the ancient 
a. library of the kings of Tanjore ; and 
; his example has been followed by 
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the Ranny of Ramnad, patroness of 
the celebrated temple of Ramisse- 
ram, near Adam’s Bridge ; by his 
Highness, the Rajah of Travancere 
who has given lists of all the books 
inthe ‘Travancore country ; and b 

the Rajah of Cochin, patron of the 
ancient Shanscrit college, at the 
temple of ‘Trichiur. It is understood 
that a copy of any book in these cat- 
alogues will be given when requir- 
ed. The Bramins of ‘Travancore 
consider that their manuscripts are 
likely to have as just a claim to high 
antiquity, or at least to accurate 
preservation, as those in the tem- 
ples in the north ; and for the same 
reason that the Christian and Jew- 
ish records have been so well pre- 
served ; which is, that the country 
of ‘l'ravancore, defended by moun- 
tains, has never, according to tra- 
dition, been subjugated by invaders 
from the north of Hindostan. 

* "The design of investigating the 
history and literature of the Chris- 
tians and Jews in the East, was 
submitted to the Marquis Welles- 
ley, before he left India. His Lord- 
ship, judging it to be of importance 
that the actual relation of the Sy- 
rian Christians to our own church 
should be ascertained, and auguring 
somethipg interesting to the repub- 
lic of letters, from the investiga- 
tion of the Syriac and Jewish anti- 
quities, was pleased to give orders 
that public aid should be afforded 
to Dr. Buchanan, in the prosecu- 
tion of his inquiries, wherever 1t 
might be practicable. To the oper- 
ation of these orders it 1s OWID§ 
that the proposed researches, of 
which some slight notices are given 
above, have not been made in vain. 

** Cochin, January, 1807. 





A number of articles prepared 
for this Number, are omitted for 
| want of room, and will appear in our 
next. d, 
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